GOL LEGE.OF ARTS) & SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE. 302*738-=23561 


NEWARK, 
| ae fame Bay | 


Eric P. Newnan 
400 Washington Avenue 
SOLOS, MISSOUrI 


Dear Mr. Newnan: 


Reviewing volume 22 of 


63102 


UNIV-ERS TPT Y:.0O.F  DELAW AR & 
DELAWARE 


July 20) 1983 


The Papers of Benjamin Franklin in the 


Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography (Jan., 1983), IL said 


that I believed Franklin wrote the essay on "the Devices on the Contin- 
ental Bills of Credit. 


ie dn the PayiGazetresteorcsepe, 20, 4/75: 


| es LY Now I am gathering together a number of his visual creations, including 
fie Caceled (the devices an-the currency kgepeinted for a lecture on "Franklin's 


sae 


Democratic Esthetic." 


For that purpose, I would like to purchase 


Slides (35mm. black&white) of some currency in your collection. 


Could I purchase slides of the following Continental Currency: 


1.9 COMI DN UTE OO NF 


oe 
or 


Sal eee 
Coa SD 


the $l. 
the $2. 
the $3. 
the $4. 
00 
the $6. 
Ene. $7. 
the $8. 
the $20.00 
the $30.00 


the $5 


00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 


(motto 
(motto 
(motto 
(motto 


(motto 
(motto 
(motto 
(motto 
(motto 
(motto 


'Depressa Resurgit'’) 
“bE LDU bee Le. Diteae 

“Exitus in Dubio est'’) 

"Aut mors aet vita decora") 


"Sustine vel abstine'') 
'Perseverando'') 

“Serenabit'') 

''Majora menoribus consonant’) 
“Vi ‘concitate' ‘) 

Si (Rectentacies:.) 


The back of the $20.00 or $30.00 (motto "'Cessante vento 


iT Fe as 1/6th, 
The back of the 1/6th, 


conquescemus'’) 

er si/ 3rd; or. 1/25. 2) 3 ette 
'Fugio; Mind Your Business'') 

or 1 / 3rd | onet/ 2) 61273 “metto 


‘American Congress; we are one'' within an interlocked 
series of 13 rings with the names of the colonies) 


Thank you for your attention to this matter. 


Yours faithfully, 


/f : 
Phd a 
/ Zo 


i. A. Leo Lemay / 








ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY — 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


_ July 26, 1983 


Mr. J. A. Leo Lemay. 
University of Delaware 
College of Arts & Science 
Dept. of English asin’ 
204 Memorial Nall. 
Newark;..DE 19711: - 


Dear Mr. Lemay: 


With respect to your July 20, 19593 letter, it would be much 
‘simpler for us to send you excellent photocopies of the notes you asked 
for 1f you are in a position to have slides made from the photocopies. 
If, however, you wish the slides made directly from the pieces, we will 
do it; -It is just as easy to have them done in color as in black and 
_ white, and I would recommend that as the difference in cost is incon-. 
sequential. We will only ask reimbursement for film and slide costs. 


: Tt have always realized the probability that Pranklin wrote the - 
-essay on the Devices on the Continental Bills of Credit which was pub- 
lished in the Pennsylvania Gazette on September 20, 1775, but I had no 
proof. ee : 7 . : eo" 


I presume you are familiar with my articles and book on the 


subject, including "Franklin Making Money More Plentiful” in Proceedings 

of the American Philosophical Society, Vol. 115 No. 5 (1971), Pages 341- 

349; "Sources of Emblems and Mottoes on Continental Currency and the 

Fugio Cent" in The Numismatist, Vol. 79 (December 1966), Pages 1587-1598; 

and "Early Paper Money of America” (Racine, 1976), Pages 23, 47 and 48. 
We are glad to be helpful. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


UNIVE RST EY OF DE DAWA:R E 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 
19711 


COREE GEOFPsAR Ts & iS ClENGCE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE: 302-738-2361 


July 29, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 

Eric P. Newnan Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

moe Lous, Missouris 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your very kind letter of July 26th. I happily 
accept your recommendation that I have the slides made in color. 
I had foolishly thought they might be clearer in black and white. 
Would you please have them made for me? 


I an indeed familiar with your several articles and have my own 
copy of your magnum opus The Early Paper Money of America. Your 
article ‘Sources of Emblens and Mottoes on Continental Currency and 
the Fugio Cent'' is a fundamental work for Franklin's expertise in 
iconology. Did you notice that in volume 22 of The Papers of Benjamin 
Franklin (facing p. 358), the editors publish Franklin's original 
sketches for the interlocked chain of circles on the back of the 
fractional continental currency of 1776? They also publish his original 


sketch for the front of the 1775 $20 bill and the motto for the back 
of the $20 and $30 bill. (I include a xerox.) 


By chance I had just gone through your Early Paper Money of America 
again last night when I focused for the first time on that EI5 note 


fron the South Carolina emission of March 6, 1776. The emblem is a 
beautiful engraving of America as a rattlesnake fighting Britain as a 
lion rampant. (As you know, Franklin's cut snake cartoon on May 9, 
1754, first identified America as a rattlesnake.) Could I also purchase 
a slide of that beautiful bill (which you illustrate on p. 369)? 


Yours faithfully, 
Y 





. A. Leo Lenay 
H. F. du Pont Winterthur Professor 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY re 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 4, 1983 oa 


a fe 


Mr. J. A. Leo Lemay 

University of Delaware Qy’ 
College of Arts & Science 

Dept. of English ‘oP 
204 Memorial Hall 
Newark, DE 19711 ee 


Dear Leo: 
Your letter of July 29, 1983 was a delight to receive. 


When I read your letter of July 20, 1983, I immediately 
obtained a copy of your review of Volume 22 of the Papers of Benjamin 
Franklin and your review adds factual material which I consider so 
important that I think I will write an update article on the emblems 
and mottoes for a numismatic publication. 


There are a few matters on which I would like to obtain your 
suggestions: 


1. To whom might I write to obtain a photocopy or picture 
of the verso as well as the front of the sketches of the emblems and 
mottoes published in the Papers of Benjamin Franklin. You sent me a 
photocopy of the front from the book itself. My purpose is to show the 
handwriting used on the “resolutions on trade" which are on the other 
side. 


2. Do you have the reference to the comment by William Browne 
with respect to the devices and mottoes on Continental Currency? 


I will be grateful for your cooperation. 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


‘August 4, 1983 


Mr. J. A. Leo Lemay 
Univeristy of Delaware 
College of Arts & Science 
Dept. of English 

204 Memorial Hall 
Newark, DE 19711 


Dear Leo: | 


: With respect to your letter of July 29, 1983, I will make 
the slides myself on my next photographic binge. 


In addition to the South Carolina vate lagueke’ Restin, 2 
believe you will like the Georgia design which I show on page 110 and 
114. If either of these snakes bite you, please use the rattlesnake. 

' leaf which Franklin illustrated in his Almanac and which I itlostreted 
in my article on Franklin’ 8 Nature ‘Printing. 

~ You can fully understand how numismatics had ‘lead me into so 
many conde eagle research Be aaron . 


Cordially, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


August 9, 1983 


Mr. J. A. Leo Lemay 
University of Delaware 
204 Memorial Hall 
Newark, Delaware 19711 


Dear Leo: 
Our talk prior to your vacation was truly stimulating. You 
are so nice to be willing to help me gather various photo- 
copies for the article I will write. I do not need photo- 
graphs if the photocopies are fine quality. 
The fascinating fact is that the Franklin sketch is actually 
used on the Continental Currency with the middle word omitted 
and the alternate motto is used both on an adjacent emblem on 
the $30 bill and on the back of the $20 bill. 
Here is what I need in photocopies: 

1. Design of circles without text (no back text exists). 


2. Design of circles with text (no back text exists). 


ww 


Photocopy of emblem sketch with script motto below. 


& 


Verso of sheet containing item 3 above. 
68 line poem of Joseph Stansbury. 


6. Text of writing by Joseph Brown attributing emblems 
and mottos to Franklin. 


7. On the verso of the "Proposed Resolutions of Thanks" 
(p. 53254, Vol. 22, Papers of 8.F) is a calculation 
of the Continental Currency emission. It is on one 
of the sheets for the Resolutions. 


These would be the backbone of my article. I donsider the 
findings to be of unusual importance. 


Thanks again for your help. 


Cordially, 


Eric P,. Newman 
EPN :baw 


GNP VERS Tt Yao. 3D EEA WA Ree 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 
19711 


GOLEERGETOFJAR TT Sik Si GIRIN CE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE: 302°738-2361 


August 15, 1983 


Dear Eric: 


Thank you very much for your two good letters of August 4. I 
believe now that I will sometime soon try to take the time to write 
up a piece on Franklin and the iconology of the snake as America, 
so I would indeed also like a slide of the Georgia design which you 
illustrate on p. 110. When I finish the piece, I'll write and ask 
your permission to use the illustrations. Meanwhile, I leave for 
Indiana in two weeks and I'm hoping to use your slides at my talk there! 


When we talked on the telephone, you asked me for three items of 
information. 


1. William Browne (who graduated from Harvard in 1755, so there is 
\y, @ sketch of him in Clifford K. Shipton's Harvard Graduates) wrote 
«Samuel Curwen on Jan. 8, 1776, that the devices on the Continental bills 
were ‘'the inventions of Dr. Franklin." The '"'Gen. Robinson" who showed 
him the bills (and was probably Browne's source of information) is 
evidently James Robertson (1720?-1788), an old colonial hand who has 
a sketch in the DNB. Ref.: Samuel Curwen, Journal and Letters, 1775-84 
(New York: Francis, 1842), p. 46. (xeroxes include 


2. Joseph Stansbury's poem ''The History of Peru" is found in a 
manuscript volume of poems by Stansbury & Odell in the Peter Force 
Collection, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress. In a note to the 
poem Stansbury says that the "Explanation of the Devices and mottos of 
the Continental Bills of Credit in the Pennsylvania Gazette" was ‘supposed 
to be written by the celebrated Dr. Franklin.'' My former student Pastora 
San Juan Cafferty edited the volume for hi dissertation: "Loyalist 
Rhapsodies: The Poetry of Stansbury and Odell,'' Ph.D.: The George 
Washington University, 1971, pp. 154-63 (xerox included). 


3. Francis Hopkinson's essay ''On the Use and Abuse of Mottos," 


Supplement to the Pennsylvania Magazine for 1775, pp. 587-89, is 
reprinted, in a revised and shortened form, as "On Mottos" in his 
Miscellaneous Observations and Occasional Writings, 3 vols. (Philadel- 
phia: T. Dobson, cS & -46. xerox included) 


We had a pleasant week's vacation at Chincoteague, Va. (although 
I really think of it as the children's vacation, since I am not especially 
fond of the beach), and now I am happily back at work. 


Cope: 


r 





= 
J 


/J. A. Leo Lemay 


UNV 2 eo ly OF DELAWARE 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 
19711 


COLEEGEVOF ARs & SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE: S02=73:6=2361 


AUzUSt L/j -b983 


Dear Eric: 


I just received your letter of the ninth yesterday. 
Last night: | pulled duplicates of the slides <tiat tie 
APS sent me. The only other slides I purchased from 
the APS are of the Nini medallion and a sketch of something 
that looks like an airplane/glider. (Too bad Franklin didn't 
pursue that idea further.) 


I would enjoy receiving an offprint of your essay when 
you publish int; 


Cordially, 


fo 


y, 


AMERICAN?’ PHILOSOPHIGCALASOGIE EY 


HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, FOR PROMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE 


THE LIBRARY-J05 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106 + Phone (2/5) [7 


M Arket 7-0706 
Edward C. Carter, II Librarian 


Aug. 23, 1983 


Mr. Eric P,. Newman 
Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Dr. Lemay at the University of Delaware informed me of your 
interest in several items from our Franklin collection, I-am 
enclosing xerox copies of two of the items: the reverse of the "VI 
VENTORUM CONCITATAE" sheet; and Franklin's currency calculations. 
The draft designs of the circles are drawn on two separate sheets, 
both the same size: 13-1/2 long, 9-1/4 wide. 


I hope that this will provide you with some useful information. 
The copies are compliments of the A.P.S. 


ey. ctl 
Stephen Catlett 
Manuscript Libn, 


c.ec. Lemay 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 


LIBRARY 
105 South Fifth Street 
Phone: (215) MA 7-0706 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


August 29,1983 


' Mr.Stephen Catlett 

American Philosophical Society 
LOGS 8. 5tn-st; 
Philadelphia,Penna 19106 


Dear Mr. Catlett: 


Many thanks for your 8/23/83 letter with 
the photocopies and data from the Franklin Collection. 
They have provided excellent proof for the article I am 
now writing on currency design background. 


In Franklin Papers 50 ii,45 I am unable to read 
the portion of the back with 


o0e--- oo 
cae Sc 
EEE cogs mek ed 

50 150 


I realize that the right side numbers are three 
times the left side numbers,but canntot decipher the text. 


As I explained over the telephone I need photocopies 
of the two complete pages or sheets with the sketches of the 
multiple circles design and hope they are already sent. 


I am most grateful for your help and that of Dr.Lemay. 


Sincerely, 


Cpe teem 


From t ee ssh 
Pe oad 
ea 
Kgs fuk fot 
al har ce cea 
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220 | jROBERTSON. 


Rosertson, JAMES. Was associated with his brother Alex- 
ander, who, like himself, was a Loyalist, and with John Trum- 
bull, who was a Whig, in the publication of the ‘* Norwich 
Packet,”’ at Norwich, Connecticut. This connection, which 
commenced in 1778, ceased soon after the British troops took 
possession of New York, in 1776, and the Robertsons went to 
that city, and printed the ‘“* Royal American Gazette” during 
the remainder of the war. After the peace, both James and 
Alexander published a paper at Shelburne, Nova Scotia ; but 
Alexander soon died. James removed to Scotland, where he 
was alive in 1810, and engaged in printing and bookselling at 
Edinburgh. 

Rosertson, ALEXANDER, JR. Of Pennsylvania. In the 
military service of the Crown. At the peace, accompanied by 
his family of four persons, and by six servants, he went from 
New York to Shelburne, Nova Scotia, where the Crown 
granted him fifty acres of land, one town, and one water lot. 
His losses in consequence of his loyalty were estimated at 
* £2000. In 1834 he fell through the ice, at Shelburne, and 
continued in the water nearly an hour. Though he recovered 
his speech and recollection, the shock was fatal. His age was 
seventy-nine. He was the last of sixteen Loyalist captains 
who were original grantees of that city. 

Rosertson, JAMES. Of Georgia. At the Revolutionary 
era a Solicitor in Chancery. In the effort to reéstablish the 
Royal Government, in 1779, he was appointed Attorney- 
General, a member of the Council, a Commissioner of Claims, 
and of the Board to take possession of the negroes and other 
property of active Whigs. Attainted of treason, and estate 
confiscated. At the peace he left the country. He was Chief 
Justice of the Virgin Islands many years, and died at Tortola, 
in 1818, aged sixty-seven. 

Rosertson, Wittram. Of New York. Went to Shel- 
burne, Nova Scotia, and was a merchant there. Removed to 
Barrington, in the same Province. He possessed a wonder- 
ful memory, and was consulted the country round. His wife 


was Sarah, daughter of Gabriel Van Norden. His son Rob- 
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ert is now (1861) a member of the House of Assembly of 
Nova Scotia. 

Rosie, THomas. A merchant of Marblehead, Massachu- 
setts. He went first to Halifax, and thence to England, but 
returned to the United States, and died at Salem. His son, 
Samuel Bradstreet Robie, of Halifax, was appointed Solicitor- 
General of Nova Scotia in 1815; Speaker of the House of 
Assembly in 1817, 1819, and 1820 ; member of the Council 
in 1824; and Master of the Rolls in 1825; and died at that 
city January, 1858, in his eighty-eighth year. 


mone sce Rosrnson, Bevertey. Of New York. He was a son of 


the Hon. John Robinson, of Virginia, who was President of 
that Colony on the retirement of Governor Gooch. He emi- 
grated to New York, and married Susanna, daughter of F red- 
erick Phillips, who owned an immense landed estate on the 
Hudson River. By this connection Mr. Robinson became 
rich. When the Revolutionary controversy commenced, he 
was living upon that portion of the Phillips estate which had 
been given to his wife, and there he desired to remain in the 
quiet enjoyment of country life, and in the management of his 
large domain. That such was his inclination, is asserted by 
the late President Dwight, and is fully confirmed by circum- 
stances, and by his descendants. He was opposed to the 
measures of the Ministry, gave up the use of imported mer- 
chandise, and clothed himself and his family in fabrics of domes- 
tic manufacture. But he was also opposed to the separation of 
the Colonies from the mother country. Still, he wished to 
take no part in the conflict of arms. The importunity of 
friends overruled his own judgment, and he entered the mili- 
tary service of the Crown. His standing entitled him to high 
rank. Of the Loyal American Regiment, raised principally 
in New York, by himself, he was accordingly commissioned 
the Colonel. He also commanded the corps called the Guides 
and Pioneers. Of the former, or the Loyal Americans, his 
son Beverley was Lieutenant-Colonel, and Thomas Barclay 
Major. Besides his active duty in the field, Colonel Robin- 
son was employed to conduct several matters of consequence ; 
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and he figures conspicuously in cases of defection from the 
Whig cause. In the real or supposed plan of the Whig lead- 
ers of Vermont, to return to their allegiance, or to form some 
other and hardly less objectionable alliance with officers of the 
Crown, he was consulted, and opened a correspondence. In 
the treason of Arnold, his name and acts occur continually ; 
and it is supposed that he was acquainted with the traitor’s 
purpose before it was known to Sir Henry Clinton, or any 
other person. And it appears certain that Arnold addressed 
him a letter on the subject of going over to the Royal side, 
before soliciting the command of West Point. As the plot 
matured, he accompanied André to Dobbs’s Ferry to meet 
Arnold, according to a previous arrangement; but an acci- 
dent prevented an interview, and both returned to New York. 
Subsequently he went up the Hudson in the Vulture, for the 
purpose of furthering the objects in view; but failed in his 
most material designs. Arnold now sent Smith on board of 
the Vulture with a letter, which was delivered to Colonel Rob- 
inson, and on the faith of which André went on shore. The 
treacherous Whig had been expected on board of the ship in 
person, and it has been said that Robinson was much opposed 
to André’s trusting himself to the honor ‘of a man who was 
seeking to betray his country.” But the zealous young officer 
would not listen to the prudent counsel, and determined to 
embark upon the duty from which he never returned. That 
unfortunate gentleman was captured on the 23d of September, 
1780, and on the 26th was conveyed a prisoner to Colonel 
Robinson’s own house, which, with the lands adjacent, had 
been confiscated by the State, which Arnold had occupied as 
his head-quarters, and of which Washington was then a tempo- 
rary occupant. After André’s trial and conviction, Sir Henry 
Clinton sent three Commissioners to the Whig camp,.in the 
hope of producing a change in the determination of Washing- 
ton, and of showing André’s innocence; to this mission Rob- 
inson was attached in the character of a witness. He had 
previously addressed the Commander-in-Chief on the subject 
of André’s release ; and, as he and Washington had been per- 
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sonal friends until political events had produced a separation, 
he took occasion to speak of their former acquaintance in his 
letter. 

Colonel Robinson, at the peace, with a part of his family, 
went to England. His name appears as a member of the first 
Council of New Brunswick, but he never took his seat at the 
Board. His wife is included in the Confiscation Act of New 
York, and the whole estate derived from her father passed 
from the family. The value of her interest may be estimated 
from the fact, that the British Government granted her hus- 
band the sum of £17,000 sterling, which, though equal to 
eighty thousand dollars, was considered only a partial compen- 
sation. After going to England, Colonel Robinson lived in re- 
tirement. He was unhappy; and did not conceal the sufter- 
ings which preyed upon his spirits. He resided at Thornbury, 
near Bath, and there closed his days, in 1792, aged seventy. 
Susanna, his wife, died at the same place, in 1822, at the age 
of ninety-four. His eldest daughter, Susan Maria, died in 
England, in 1833, aged seventy-two. His daughter Joanna, 


widow of the Rev. H. Slade, Vicar of Thornbury, died at the ; 


house of her brother, Sir William Henry Robinson, Chelten- 
ham, in 1832. The Robinson House, which was his resi- 
dence on the Hudson, and which has become of historical 
interest, is still standing. It is situated within two or three 
miles of West Point, and on the opposite, or eastern, side of 
the river. It is (1847) the property of Richard D. Arden. 
The interior remains much as it was when its original posses- 
sors, and Washington, Arnold, and André were its permanent 
or temporary occupants. The rooms are low, the timbers are 
large, and many of them are uncovered ; and the fireplaces 
are ornamented with polished tiles. In the chamber which 
was used by Mrs. Arnold, nothing has been changed ; and 
over the mantel and in the wood-work are carved the words, 
“6G. Wallis, Lieut. VI. Mass. Regt.” 
Colonel Robinson’s descendants in New Brunswick pos- 
sess some relics of the olden time, not destitute of interest. 
Among them is a silver tea-urn, of rich and massive work- 


ee 
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manship, and of considerable value, which was the present ot 
an English gentleman, who was the Colonel’s guest in New 
York before the Revolution. This urn, according to the 
family account, was the first article of the kind in use in 
America. Prince William Henry, who was afterwards King 
William the Fourth, enjoyed Colonel Robinson’s hospitality 
in New York at a later day, and the circumstance may have 
contributed something to the advancement of the family. 
The Robinsons were unquestionably immediate sufferers 
from the events which drove them into exile. Towards the 
Loyalists,. the British Government evinced much liberality, 
and, if viewed as a body, the compensation which they re- 
ceived, probably, fully covered their losses. The aggregate 
of the money grants, it cannot be mentioned too often, was 
but little short of sixteen millions of dollars ; while large 
tracts of lands, pensions, half-pay, and offices with handsome 
salaries, and held upon a life-tenure, were freely bestowed. 
Yet individuals who possessed estates of unfixed or prospec- 
‘tive value, or who were unable to exhibit sufficient proof of 
their claims, were losers. But, on the other hand, the Loyal- 
ists who owed as much as the property which they had in 
possession was worth, and yet claimed and received of the 
Government precisely as though they owed nothing, were 
gainers. 

The family of which we are speaking belonged to the class 
first mentioned. But in considering the present value of Mrs. 
Robinson’s portion of the Phillips Manor, it ought not to be 
overlooked that no inconsiderable part of it arises from the 
success of the Whigs of the Revolution, and the turn of the 
very events which its original proprietors resisted. The Rebels 
of 1776 made New York an independent, — nay, more, — the 
Empire State. Had the “old families”’ continued their rule; 
had the thirteen Colonies continued dependent ; had the re- 
sources of the American continent been developed only as the 
mother country permitted ; had population, wealth, the facil- 
ities for transportation, manufactures, and commerce increased 
only as in Colonial possessions they ever have, and still do, — 
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how much would three quarters of a century of mere time, of 
additional years of Colonial vassalage, have added to the value 
of the Manor? ‘The descendants of the Loyalists, then, in 
estimating the worth of the estates of their fathers, which 
passed under the Confiscation Acts, are to be precluded from 
every benefit derived from the glorious issue of the rebellion ; 
and they are to be confined in their computations to the act- 
ual value of wilderness lands at the time, adding the probable 
increase since, had the British Empire not been dismembered 
in 1783. It is admitted, however, that Colonel Robinson was 
not amply compensated in money by the Government for 
which he sacrificed fortune, home, and his native land. But 
from the account which follows, of the distinction attained by 
his children and grandchildren, it will be seen, that, though 
deprived of their inheritance, they have not been without other 
and substantial recompense. 

Ropinson, BEvERLEY. Son of the senior Beverley Robin- 
son, and Lieutenant-Colonel of the Loyal American Regiment 
commanded by his father. Was a graduate of Columbia Col- 
lege, New York, and at the beginning of the Revolutionary 
troubles was a student of law in the office of James Duane. 
His wife, Nancy, whom he married during the war, was 
the daughter of the Rev. Henry Barclay, Rector of Trinity 
Church, New York, and sister of Colonel Thomas Barclay, 
who is noticed in these pages. At the evacuation of New 
York, Lieutenant-Colonel Robinson was placed at the head 
of a large number of Loyalists who embarked for Shelburne, 
Nova Scotia, and who laid out that place in a very handsome 
and judicious manner, in the hope of its becoming a town of 
consequence and business. The harbor of Shelburne is reputed 
to be one of the best in North America, but though the popu- 
lation rapidly rose to about twelve thousand persons, the ex- 
pectations of the projectors of the enterprise were not realized, 
and many abandoned Shelburne for other parts of British 
America. Robinson went to New Brunswick, and resided 
principally at and near the city of St. John. His depriva- 
tions and sufferings, for a considerable time after leaving New 





AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, FOR PROMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE 


THE LIBRARY-105 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106 + Phone (2/5) === 


MArket 7-0706 
Edward C. Carter, I] Librarian 


Sept. 1, 1983 


Eric P, Newman 

Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I don't think that I have a definitive answer to your question 
about the Franklin handwriting. I am enclosing additional xerox copies 
of the pertinent page, in three different exposures, to give you perhaps a 
a better look. ,It seems to me that it might read: 20° in.; 5 to Sale or date 
(I am unsure); 25 left. As for the other figures I am not sure either. 
I hope that you might be able to tell from these copies. I had our 
Associate Librarian, and former manuscript librarian for 30 years, look at 
it and he was not sure either. You know the context better, of course, so 
perhaps you will be able to decipher now. 


Sorry that I cannot say definitely. 


Sincerely, 


Stephen Catlett 
Manuscript Libn. 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 


LIBRARY 
105 South Fifth Street 
Phone: (215) MA 7-0706 Sept..6, 1983 


<s 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Numismatic Education Soctlety 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


The correct citation to the two pages 
with Franklin's drawings of the circle emblems 
is’: Franklin Papers, Vol. 58, Folio 151. 


Sincerely, 


Stephen Cateltt 
Manuscript Libn. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 6, 1983 


Dr. J. A. Leo Lemay 
University of Delaware 
College of Arts & Science 
Dept. of English 

204 Memorial Hall 

Newark, DE 19711 


Dear Leo: 


Because of your kind cooperation, I am sending you a copy of ny article, 
along with its illustrations, on the 13 link ring design, ete... 


If you care to read it, I would appreciate any corrections you may wish 
to make. Through your help I have received wonderful cooperation from 
Mr. Catlett. 


You will note that in the poem by Stansbury, I have made many changes in 
the explanation which differ from Mrs. Cafferty. 


I hope your lecture on the emblems was a great success and,as soon as I 
finish the current project, we will talk further about additional study 
in the field. 


My kindest regards and thanks. 
Sincerely, 
Eric P. Newman 


jah 
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UN Pern SITY OF DEL.AWA RE 
NEWARK, DELAWARE 
Re oa ee 


COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE: 0273 8=23161 


September 12, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan 

Eric P. Newnan Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis. Mo; 63103 


Dearenric: 


I read your new essay with admiration and appreciation. 
Thank you for allowing me to do so. 


I don't really have any suggestions, but I don't recall 
offhand seeing in your various publications any reference to the 
engraver of the 17/5 paper currency. If this is so, it might be 
useful to your readers to note that Clarence S. Brigham, in Paul 


Revere's Engravings, 2nd ed., (New York: Atheneum, 1969), pp. 238-40, 
claimed that James Smither engraved them. But this, of course, is 
not really pertinent to your good, new budget of information. 
Cordially 
pt 


Te ee 
; [K€ 


4J. A. Leo Lemay 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


September 19, 1983 


Dr. J. A. Leo Lemay 
Department of English 
University of Delaware 
Newark, DE 19711 


Dear Dr. Lemay: 


Thank you for your poignant suggestion that I include the artisans who 
cut the devices. I enclose my new section on it. There will be more 
footnotes to cover it. 


It has occurred to me that I would like to send a preliminary draft of the 
Stansbury poem notes to Pastora San Juan Cafferty as she did the basics 

on the interpretation. Does the University have her present address, or 
do you? If so, please advise me. 


Thanks for all of your encouragement. 


Sincerely, 
— 


i arate eee RL, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


September 28, 1983 


George Washington University 
2121 I Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20013 


Gentlemen: 


I would be appreciative if you could send me the address of Pastora 
San Juan Cafferty who was an undergraduate about 1964, and who received 
her doctorate at your university about 1971. 


Cafferty was her married name in 1971, so that at some time previously 
her name could have been Pastora San Juan. Your cooperation will be 
very much appreciated. 


— Very truly yours, 


ae y \ : Q_ 


a et | 


Eric P. Newman 


—_. 
) 
| 
| 
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THE NUMISMATIST 
Yivial publication of the 
Americar Numismatic Association 
POE Boa 2866 » Colorado- Springs -Golorado- 80901 - 2866 


(303/632-2646 

October 4, 1983 ae eae 

Editor 
Eric P. Newman BARBARA J. GREGORY 
6450 Cecil Avenue Associate Editor 
Se-;~Lowis;-MO--63105 G. LEE HUDSON 

Assistant Editor 

59% LISA A. SUNDERLIN 

Dear Eric: Editorial Assistant 


Enclosed is the second draft of your manuscript with the changes you have 
suggested. Your corrected copy is also enclosed. Of all the changes, I 
found four that needed slight revisions, and I have numbered them on your 
revised copy: 


1. As I was adding the correction here, I thought the sentence might 
be reworded so that it would not be quite so awkward. My suggestion 
has been included in the second draft. Please feel free to revamp it: 


2. I have added the total face values in parentheses. The designations 
"Tetal and 'Suptetal” will. appear in-bold face, kreked out. tothe lert=- 
the ($36) and ($56) will appear directly under the column above. 


3. The addition of "Such a" seemed awkward. Could we substitute his or something 


comparable? 

4. (Appears in notes to poem.) "Franklin-made" might be confusing; could 
we substitute "Franklin's"? - Also, the phrase “a similar version of which" 
is misplaced, as it mistakenly modifies "Trade Resolutions." I have 


retained the original composition, incorporating your other corrections. 


In making a perfunctory computer search of the file, I did find a few more 
spellings of currency with a lower case "'c'' and several more references to 


"reverse.'' Hopefully, we have caught all of them! 


The caption for the $20 bill has been added to the captions for the other 
illustrations. 


Also included in the envelop is a photocopy of the cover for this issue of 

the magazine. I guess I didn't tell you that your article is the “cover story." 
Actually, the photocopy does not do the cover art justice--the rings are a nice 
burnt orange color (unfortunately the choice of base color, in this case a bright 
orange, is not within our control) and, all in all, the cover is one of the more 
attractive ones we have featured. 


Hope we are getting the manuscript to a point where we can give the typesetter 
the go ahead. I will not have the poem totally reset; enclosed is a galley proof 


with your corrections noted. I hope you do not have too much difficulty 
deciphering my notes. 


Looking forward to hearing from you. I remain respectfully, 


a 7 
og 


f 
/ 


“a - F 
SMALE 


Se 


Barbara J. Gregory 
Associate Editor 
THE NUMISMATIST 
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October 145° 1983 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louse, MO. 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am sorry to inform you that we have lost the address 
of Pastora San Juan Cafferty. The last correspondence we 
had from her was in September of 1971. At that time she 
was living in Washington, D.C., but since then we have no 
record of her whereabouts. 


I regret that I have been unable to help you. 


Sincerely, 


Of. (| (\ 
AM loyys HES (Ohne 
Alleyne H. Dickens 
Alumni Records Office 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 14, 1983 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 

BO. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohio 45367 


Dear Margo: 


The Numismatist has agreed that after a lead time of a couple of weeks 
that Coin World can publish my latest scribbling. If you think it is 
interesting to your readers, it is yours to use. It will be in the 
November 1983 issue. 


The text is enclosed in the final draft form prepared by The Numisma- 
tist. The pictures in decent form will be sent shortly and I would 
appreciate their return. To make your article a little different, per- 
haps the head line could be pepped up as "Discovery of Franklin's Creation 
of 13 Link Chain Design" with subhead "After over 200 years the missing 
link is located'"'. Perhaps you have better suggestions. 


lL was trely elated to write it up. ~Serendipity accounts for’ so much. 
If you want to include Franklin's writing about trade on the sheet with 
Franklin's emblem sketch, I'll send it, if you cannot easily read it on 
the xerox. It is a good sample of his handwriting and naturally further 
verifies the source of the sketch and mottoes. Franklin was a paper 


saver. And I, - I save Coin World. 


Your ANS publication was a gem. Your recruitment of memberships was a 
major help. It was nice to see you and your family at the festivities. 


I will be in Oman, Sudan and Ethiopia from November 4 on. 


jah 





Encls. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 14, 1983 


Ms. Barbara J. Gregory 

The Numismatist 

Box 2366 

Colorado Springs, CO 80901 


Dear Barbara: 

Hopefully the Link article is by now all linked up. I do appreciate 
your extensive participation in sentence structure and word refine- 
ment. I will look forward to the real cover picture. I assume I need 
do nothing more. 


As indicated before, I need: 


1. Return of the illustrations as soon as they have served 
your purpose. 


2. Twenty copies of the November issue. 
Incidentally, it occurred to me that the Numismatic Hall of Fame might 
be the highest award of A.N.A.. Is it an A.N.A. matter, or is it separate? 
I might be wrong in what I told you if it is A.N.A.'s highest. 


Thanks. _ 


Sincerely, 





Eric P. Newman 


jah 





THE NUMISMATIST 
Americar Nunismatic Association 
PO Box 2866 » Colorado Springs Colorado SO09O7 - 2366 


(303/632-2046 
Qeteber<17, 1985 N. NEIL HARRIS 
Editor 
. BARBARA J. GREGORY 
Eric P. Newman Associate es 
6450 Cecil Avenue G. LEE HUDSON 
SEs .uOUs Sa. 63105 Assistant Editor 


LISA A. SUNDERLIN 


Dear Eric: Editorial Assistant 


Thank you for your letter of October 14. All went well with your article 
and it is on its way to the printer. It was a pleasure to work with. such 
a fascinating article and scholarly author. 


You are correct in assuming that the Farran Zerbe award is the ANA's highest 
honor... Election to the Hall of Fame is not really thought of -as»an award. 


Your illustrations have been mailed to you under separate cover. When copies 
of the cover and issues of the November magazine become available, I will 
send them to you. 


Kindest regards, 


Ks he y. wt 
PIMA A_ 
Barbara Gregory 
Associate Fditor 
THE NUMISMATIST 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


October 18, 1983 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 

P. 0. Box 150 
Sidney, Ohie 45367 


Dear Margo: 

You will just come back from your vacation at the time I am leaving 

for mine. Therefore, the matter of your j ates push “orgy of my } hee eg 
Link matter will be entirely up to you, ( ca 3 

Neil Harris was nice enough to send the illustrations directly from ,, 
Colorado Springs to you. When these illustrations have served YORE f 
purpose, please return them to me, 

In the text of my article you will find various Signals (isch ANA abcd) 
have italics and other typesetting matters. Please edit this situation 
to conform to your standards. Hopefully you will have a printed copy 
of The Numismatist before you go as to clarify what was intended. 

My very best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 
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THE NUMISMATIST 


Yfiiul publication of ’ the 


Americar Numismatic Association 


LO Box 2366 Colorado Springs: Colorado 80901 - 2366 


(303) 682-2046 

N. NEIL HARRIS 
Editor 

November 7, 1983 BARBARA J. GREGORY 
Associate Editor 

° G. LEE HUDSON 
Ee LE P ° Newman Assistant Editor 
6450 Cecil Avenue LISA A. SUNDERLIN 


Editorial Assistant 


St. Louis, MO 63105 
Dear Eric: 


Enclosed are several covers and a preliminary 
run of your article. Thought you might like a 
sneak preview. 


Regards, 


i Ge reese 
Uo tritive is dene 
Barbara Gregory 


Associate Editor 
THE NUMISMATIST 
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JOSEPHER. LASSER 
119 CUSHMAN ROAD 


SCARSDALE, NEW YORK 10583 
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District Representative 


Dear Eric, 


I just finished your latest piece of numismatic detective 
work, "Benjamin Franklin and the Chain Design," and wanted 
to congratulate: you... How do you continue to--de~1t? 

I really do appreciate the nice things you had to say 
about my 1979 'Rings' piece. 


kaam Wappy. that tiething~in-yourcarticle contradicis any 
of the assumptions that we have made about this design 
previously. In a book store last summer I came across 
something of interest to this study and will now go back 
to Gopy Lt. Gif I can ‘locate the book egain).- It was.a 
reference to some uses of this design around 1/776 which 
I had not included in my own research. 


The poem, The History of Peru, was also most enjoyable. 
Naturally, I was most amused by stanzas 10 and 11 with 
their references to the design. 


Congratulations on this excellent discovery of the missing 
Les a D9 


a Wishes, 


David P, McBride 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Niivember 29, 1983 


Mr. David McBride 
P. 0. Box 643 
Frisco, CO 80443 


Dear David: 


it was so thoughtful of pu to write me concerning my article on the 
chain design. I can assure you that the article that you wrote in 
1979 took twenty times more research than mine because I was so lucky 
in having the new findings come my way by coincidence. 


It would be very interesting if you could find another 1776 reference 
to the use of the design and to see whether it is before or after July, 1776. 
I am glad that you like the poem which was brilliantly written and which 
has stimulated a couple of people to try to figure out some of its 
mysterious references. There is nothing more difficult than to try to 
interpret collcquial gossipy wisecracks over 200 years later. 


_ Please call me the next time you are in St. Louis. 





jah 


trom tre Ce of 


Margo Russell 


Nov. 30, 1983 


Eric, you must have The Eagle and the 
Shield. It is-°637:pages, hard. cover, 
and costs $19, .lots of, geed arc. 

Here are some ordering addresses, 

If you want to preview, we'll send 
VOU. QU .COpy <. 4,2: 

Happy you're home; hope none of the 
Arab customs rubbed off on you. 


Evelyn's too pretty-tq wear veile. .'. 


amos preSS P.0.80x 150 911 VANDEMARK RD. SIDNEY, OHIO 45367 513/498-2111 


LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 49 


Remittance for all publications ordered A list of depository libraries is available 
from the Superintendent of Documents from the Superintendent of Documents. 
must be received in advance of shipment Popular Government publications may 


by check P mene order sable the be purchased at the GPO Bookstores 
SUPT TENG Naas OCU es rer listed below: 


also may be charged to MasterCard or 
VISA accounts. 


Washington, D.C. area: 
Main Bookstore, 710 N. Capitol St. Phone, 202-275-2091. 
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and 
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98 THE EAGLE AND THE SHIELD 


Franklin owned a copy of this edition of Camerarius.® Franklin, 
a Member of the Continental Congress in 1775, served in that 
year on a committee concerned with the issuance of the new 
Continental currency, in eleven denominations. Each of those 
denominations carried on one side an emblem, with accompanying 
motto, and most of the emblems and mottoes were copied di- 
rectly from the Mainz edition of Camerarius.” Eric P. Newman 
established these facts a decade ago and Frank H. Sommer had 
earlier linked Camerarius with the Great Seal design,” but the 
Thomson-Camerarius connection needs further consideration. 
Charles Thomson, as Secretary of Congress, knew about the 
work of the 1775 committee on currency, and as a citizen of 
Philadelphia he must have handled many examples of the cur- 
rency. In 1843 it was stated—without cited authority—that the 
devices and mottoes were ‘‘said to have been composed’’ by 
Franklin and Thomson, “‘ aided by the Latinists of the Continental 
Congress’’.” But even if Thomson had no part in designing the 
currency, as a Classical scholar and friend of Franklin, he surely 
knew the origin of the designs; if he was not told the source of 
these curious emblems, each with a Latin motto, would he not 
have asked? Did he study Franklin’s copy of Camerarius with 
sufficient care to remember seven years later a striking emblem 
that had not been used on the currency—an eagle with symbols 
of peace and war? Or was Franklin’s copy of the emblem book 
still available to Thomson in Philadelphia in 1782, even though 
Franklin himself was then abroad, serving as Minister to France? 
These questions cannot be answered with certainty, but it is known 
that Franklin left some of his books in Pennsylvania when he 
went to Europe.™ Whatever the explanation, the resemblance 


Newman, ‘‘Continental Currency’’, pp. 1590-1591. For a discussion of 
Franklin’s library and the way in which it was determined that certain books 
were in it, see Library Company of Philadelphia, Annual Report, vee: 7-19. 
Franklin’s copy of Camerarius is now in the collections of the Library Company. 
Other copies of Camerarius were owned by Francis Bacon and King Henry I 
of France. See Shipman, comp., Catalogue, pp. 36-37. 

50 Newman, ‘Continental Currency’’, pp. 1588-1593, 1596. ae 

61 The article cited in notes 49 and 50, supra, appeared in the Numismatsst 
for Dec. 1966. Sommer, ‘Emblem and Device’, pp. 70, 72-73; this article ap- 
peared in the Art Quarterly in the spring of 1961. 

8 Breck, ‘‘Historical Sketch of Continental Paper Money’’, p. 14; quoted 
in Newman, ‘‘Continental Currency’’, p. 1587. 

88 See Library Company of Philadelphia, Annual Report, 1956, p. 8. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


November 30, 1983 


Mr. Robert W. Julian 
1003 Riverside Drive 
Logansport, IN 46947 


Dear Bob: 
While IT was in Asia you were nice enough to telephone with respect to 
my article on the missing link. I certainly do appreciate the fact 


that you as a fellow writer found it interesting enough to call me. 


My best wishes. 


ne 


aaials. 
A 
Cla 


we . 
Ce 


Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 2, 1983 


Government Printing Office Bookstores 
Retail Sales Branch 

8660 Cherry Lane 

Laurel, MD 20810 


Gentlemen: 


Enclosed is a check for $19.00 for one copy of The Eagle and the Shield 





by Richard S. Patterson and Richardson Dougall, Stock No. 044-000-01543-9. 


I look forward to receiving the publication. 


Sincerely, 


rN 
Eric P. Newman 


jah 


Enel. 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


éics Cecil ee St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


. December 6, 1983 


Mr, Stephen Catlett 

American Philosophical Society 
105 South 5th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 


Dear Mr. Catlett: 

IL am sending you under separate cover the November 1983 Numismatist 
containing the article on Franklin's chain design, etc.. I want to 
again express my appreciation for the helpfulness your organization 
and you personally furnished. It is indeed a pleasure to do research 
when one has such prompt and efficient cooperation. 


If there is anything I can do at any time, please let me know. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


jah 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


December 6, 1983 


Mr. J. A. Leo Lemay 
University of Delaware 
Department of English 
204 Memorial Hall 
Newark, DE 19711 


Dear Mr. Lemay: 


Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of The Numismatist for 
November 1983 containing the article on the chain design, etc... I 
wish to repeat my sincere thanks for your cooperation and helpfulness 
in connection with this research project. In spite of a few typo- 
graphical errors, I am satisfied with the article. 


I have not forgotten pur suggestbn about a revised edition of Early 
Paper Money of America, including indices covering emblems and mottoes. 
I want to give this matter further thought. 


Thank you again for your helpfulness. 


era at ch 


Sincerely, 
ae 
oe, ° Ran a \ yy 
a OE One eee 
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Eric P. Newman 
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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE 
NEWARK. DELAWARE 
19711 


COLLEGE LOE ARTS &<S GlENCE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
204 MEMORIAL HALL 

PHONE: 302-738-2361 
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AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, FOR PROMOTING USEFUL KNOWLEDGE 


THE LIBRARY-105 SOUTH FIFTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19106 + Phone (2/5) _ —_—_—_—__——— 


MArket 7-0706 
Edward C. Carter, I] Librarian 


Dec. 12, 1983 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Dear Mr. Newman: 

I received the November issue of The Numismatist which you so 
kindly sent. I congratulate you on a very fine piece of work; both 
detective and writing, It is most interesting. 


I am happy that I was able to contribute to it. 


Again, thank you very much. 


Sincerely, 


(Lijhon, Cath 


Stephen Catlett 
Manuscripts Libn. 
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Pficial publication of the 
Americar Numismatic Association 
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ity 5; 2984 N. NEIL HARRIS 


Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
See COULS, MG 63105 


Dear Eric: 


oc -21S: my“ pleasant, duty as-editer. of THE*NUMISMATIST. to inform. you 
that your article entitled "Benjamin Franklin and the Chain Design" 
has been selected as a major Heath Literary Award winner for articles 
published in the ANA's official journal during the 1983 calendar 
year. 


Official recognition of your award will be made at the annual ANA 
awards presentation: meeting on duesday, July 31; 1:00 P.M:z,-at the 
Westin Hotel, Mackinac Ballroom, during the ANA's 93rd Anniversary 
Convention. (Please note: Literary awards are not presented at the 
convention's banquet.) 


We hope we can present your award to you personally on the above 
mentioned occasion. Should you not plan to attend the convention, I 
would appreciate your informing me who might receive the award on 
your behalf. Otherwise, I will see that your award is mailed to you 
following the convention. ) : 


Once again, congratulations on your award, and I hope that we win 
receive another article submission from you in the near future. It 
would be most welcome. 


Sincerely, 


Neil Harris 
EGitor 
THE NUMISMATIST 
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Eric P. Newman 
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Dear Eric: 


it--is my pleasant -duty as editor—of THE’ NUMISMATIST’ to inform you 
that your article entitled "Benjamin Franklin and the Chain Design" 
has been selected as a major Heath Literary Award winner for articles 
published in the ANA's official journal during the 1983 calendar 
year. 


Official recognition of your award will be made at the annual ANA 
awards presentation meeting on Tuesday,- July 31, 1:00°P.Me, at the 
Westin Hotel, Mackinac Ballroom, during the ANA's 93rd Anniversary 
Convention. (Please note: Literary awards are not presented at the 
convention's banquet.) 


We hope we can present your award to you personally on the above 
mentioned occasion. Should you not plan to attend the convention, I 
would appreciate your informing me who might receive the award on 
your behalf. Otherwise, I will see that your award is mailed to you 
Following the convention. 


Once again, congratulations on your award, and I hope that we will 
receive another article submission from you in the near future. It 
would be most welcome. 


Sincerely, 


ten 


Neil Harris 
am ae ym or g 
THE NUMISMATIST 
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Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
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Dear Eric: 


It is my pleasant duty as editor of THE NUMISMATIST to inform you 
that your article entitled "Benjamin Franklin and the Chain Design" 
has been selected as a Wayte and Olga Raymond Memorial Literary Award 
winner for articles published in the ANA's official journal during 
the 1983 calendar year. 


This award is for articles relating to United States numismatics 
involving new information, data or conclusions and predicated upon 
comprehensive research. Official recognition of your award will be 
made at the annual ANA awards presentation meeting on Tuesday, July 
31, 1:00 P.M., at the Westin Hotel, Mackinac Ballroom, during the: 
ANA's 93rd Anniversary Convention. (Please note: Literary awards are 
not presented at the convention's banquet.) 


We hope we can present your award to you personally on the above 
mentioned occasion. Should you not plan to attend the convention, I 
would appreciate your informing me who might receive the award on 
your behalf. Otherwise, I will see that your award is mailed to you 
following the convention. 


Once again, congratulations on your award, and I hope that we will 
receive another article submission from you in the near future. It 
would be most welcome. 


Sincerely, . 
fai Harris 
Pai tor 

THE NUMISMATIST 
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Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 
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Dear Eric: 


It is mys pleasant duty-as editor of THE NUMISMATIST to: inform you 
that. your. article .ntitled. “Benjamin Franklin and the Chain -Design" 
has been selected as a Wayte and Olga Raymond Memorial Literary Award 
winner -for articles published in the: ANA's official “journal. during 
the 1983 calendar year. 


This award is for articles relating to United States numismatics 
involving new information, data or conclusions and predicated upon 
comprehensive research. Official recognition of your award will be 
made at the annual ANA awards presentation meeting on Tuesday, July 
21, A200" Poke, “at tne” Westin Hotel; Mackinae~ Ballroom, during “the 
ANA's 93rd Anniversary Convention. (Please note: Literary awards are 
not presented at the convention's banquet.) 


We hope we can present your award to you personally on the above 
mentioned occasion. Should you not plan to attend the convention, I 
would appreciate your informing me who might receive the award on 
your behalf. Otherwise, I will see that your award is mailed to you 
following the convention. 


Once again, congratulations on your award, and I hope that we will 
receive another article submission from you in the near future. It 
would be most welcome. 


Sincerely, 


fal 


N. Neil Harris 
Eater 
THE NUMISMATIST 
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Eric B® Newman 


IN RECOGNITION OF YOUR 
OUTSTANDING LITERARY CONTRIBUTION 
PUBLISHED IN THE NUMISMATIST DURING THE YEAR 
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for 


DISTINGUISHED NUMISMATIC ACHIEVEMENT 
IN THE FIELD OF UNITED STATES NUMISMATICS 


First Place. 
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for 
« BENJAMIN FRANKLIN AND THE CHAIN DESIGN ” 










an article that, in our judgment, incorporates original and comprehensive research in the presentation of new 
information, ata ov conclusions, an) which has been published in Che Vlumismatist, the official journal of 


“Ohe American Numismatic CAssociation, in the issue of November , 19 a7 =. “Ohis certificate 2s 


herewith awarded, together with the appropriate monetary honorarium, on this, the 319 st- Yay of 


IS98F . with the best wishes of the editor of Che Vlumismatist, officers of the association 





ane) of, the Sponsor. 


pre nd ph 


EDITOR, 
Che Vuuni& 











PRESIDENT EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT 
THE AMERICAN COLORADO SPRINGS, 
NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION COLORADO—INITIAL AWARD, 1978 
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his knowledge in the medicinal qualities of herbs ;: 
jut fo a fragment trom V irgil or Horace is fre~ 
quently ftuck in the title-page ofa pamphlet, mere- 
ly to fhew that the author underftands Latin. 


2 On MOTT OS. 


I WAS much entertained by your friend’s expla- 
nation of the devices and mottos which diltinguifh 
our continental bills of credit. When a motto ac- 


In is curious to obferve how the works of the 
aucients have been frittered into {craps for this 
ufe, and how ftrangely they have been mifapplied. - 
Three or four detached words, having the leait 





a companies a device, there fhould be fuch a connec- 
tion between them that the one fhould be explana- 


feeming analogy with the fubjeét-in hand, are ea- 
tory of the other, fo that a lite knowledge of the 


geily feized upon for a motto: whereas, perhaps, 


, ben | lancuage from which the motto is feleéted, fhould 


be fuflicient for a difcovery of the author’s fen- 
timent. But I have often puzzled my brains to 
no purpofe to tranflate {ome of the mottos: in he- 


upon examining the paffage from which thefe 
words have been plundered, and obferving what 
precedes and what follows, we may find a fenti- 
ment very dillcrent froin that to which the modern 


eo | | raldry; there being feldom any connection between author hath applicd them, if not directly contrary 
\ | boi the device and the infcription. And as the gram- to it. 
\ ee mar of the motto is almoft always incomplete, | ; 
| have been inclined to think that the words were By the fame management paflaces in Holy Writ 
4 a , only intended as ornamental, in filling up the va- may be adduced as authorities for every fpecies ef 
f ae 


cant fpace of a handfome fcroll. mmorality and wickednets. For example, if 1 


wanted a motto ia favour of 
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a on : " fa | bi Your writers of cffays and pamphlets are gene- Lae er 
Aa eRe, pti rally very fond of mottos—as well no utle-page as ; 3 
sae eee itn Pee ety | no motto. The perfon amongit the Indians who “« Stolen waters are fweet.”’—Prov. ix. 
es ae ney a i aéts in the capacity of phyfician and magician (for ** Deceit is fweet to a man.”’—Prov. xx. 
aie : ae 7 rae 2 fe ! / ‘ak they always unite thefe characters) wears a leat of te ee 
: Pa co Se t Ba a ial fome plant on his forehead or breait, to indicate ‘ eid 
i > Be aber athe iH his Wealth maketh many friends.”?—— Prov. xix. 
; be, yet 2. sa h: if “ The 
BA ee fi 
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[omen 


‘© The rich man is wife.”—Prov. xxvii. 
«© Money anfwereth all things.”’—E£cc. x. 


Vain. 


‘¢ Inherit folly—folly is joy.’—Prov. xiv. XV. 
«© In much wifdom is much grief.””—Ecc. 1. 

«© Lay hold on folly.”-—E£ce. il. 

<“¢ Folly is fet in great dignity.”—cc. x. 


2 ATL LNG. 
« Hold not thy peace.” —P/a. cix- 
INJUSTICE. 


‘¢ Punifh the jult.”—Prov. XVil. 


“© A juft man falleth.’—Prov. xxiv. 
‘There is not a juft man upon earth that doth 


¢ 00d.” -— Eve. vil: 
5 wre?.pam 
‘Put a knife to thy throat.”’—Prov. xxi. 
REVENGE. | 


‘“‘ Heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord 
‘¢ fhall reward thee.”’—Prov. xxv. 


UNCLEANNESS. 
** Caufe thy fleth to fin.”’—Ece- v. 


DrRuN- 


ba as a) 
DRUNKENNESS. 


‘© Tarry long at the wine.” —Prov. xxii. 

‘© Give ftrong drink.”?—Prov. xxi. 

‘© There is nothing better for a man than that he 
“ fhould eat and drink.”’—Lce. 1. 

«© A man hath no better thine under the fun than 
<6 that he fhould eat, drink, and be merry.”’— 
1G Vill. 


CoOwARDIck. 


<¢ Tappy is the man thac feareth always.’’—Prov. 
XXVill 


SIN IN GENERAL. 


‘© Be not righteous over-much.”’—Lce. vil. 

** Though a finner doth evil an hundred times, yet 
“furely Tknow it {hall be well with Lim.’— 
ErGAvit. 


“ Asis the good, fo is the finner.””"—J ce. ix. 
AT ILE Vs-M. 
We T here 18 Mo ASOds 2 iit 


AgsurpD as thefe appticacions of teripture may 
appear, I have known learned preachers almoft as 
much out of the way in handling atexr. A textis 
a motto of the firft rank, as ic is, or ought to be, 


the fole bufinefs of the fubfequent difcourle to ex- 


plain 


Pe 
a 


€ 


ee 


"ee 


SP BAR thay tare Nemyas 


4 
var Saas: 
€ rg 
*. 
‘ 
q ; 
Be 
aa 
ye tie 
4 4 
4 
4 ose 
| aces 
Bk 
* & 4 
i 
« oe. 
6. BERS 
4 Fi x 
ne 
MP 
* bas 
ta 


$4 
{> 
i] 
ai 
} 





ans vy. cl adie ¥ palate ent Ri Ra ae | 
i ee aren et te Bs Ste adie gona aay EO 


ee pasion MORRO vn Me i 





vee “ie | “as 
4 } Bee ghee Sas z 
7 + a ay d ae by al Panay Ciel 
So Se ee ee, Ee pileilaidetinets: sie 6: ssicine dy ERAT i 
: ee ee yA Srl Rae oy Sa Altre arms Ry eg ee 
ae Pp eth aS i aes 3 
ey 
LA 
ct 


ae 


plain and enforce it to the improvement of the hear- 
ers. How many fermops fall fhort of this end? 
How frequently is a text to a fermon, what a motto 
Is tO a coat of arms—mere matter of decoration ? 
Or, which is much worte, how often do preachers 
diftort and mifapply texts of {cripture to favour 
fome new doégtrine or froncous dogma ? 


THERE is no doubt but that mottos may be ufed 
to advantase, when they are feleed with judg- 
ment, and applied as an authority or elucidation of 
the fubjeé in hand. They are with more Propriety 
prefixed to fhort eflays than to prolix and elaborate 
works; becaufe the general fente of a concife per- 
formance may be condenfed into a few words more 
eafily than can be expected of a diffufe and Volu- 
minous work, 


THe 







THe AMBIGUITY OF Fhe ENGLISH LANGUAGE, 


I AM by birth a forcioner, have been fome years 
in the mercantile way, and 


“Y a tnecefsfa] attention 


—" 


to bufiness have aceuired 4 handfome fortune for 
a fingle man. 


7 


Comront with my acquilitions | 
clofed al] accounts, and refolycd tO travel, and fer. 
tle wherever my inclination thoul] determine. This 
city, for eo RY Beatous. bers as the place of my 
CHOICES A Found it tbiohucty heecllary to devote 
fome time to the findy of the Menon lunouage ; 
and for this Purpofe Upurea jog Stammars, diGio- 
Maries, and fome of Ihe mof} 'Pproved authors in 
Drofe and verle; all which | fLudied with no {mall 
afliduity. I though, atlenech, cha: ] liad made a 
confiderable Proficiency s but either 7 was deceiv- 
€d, or the language IMClF mult be in the Faule. 
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46 JOCENAL AND LETTERS. [1776. 


cause of importance, or Jawyer of note speaking, 1 proceeded to the 
latter, where was sitting that excellent useful judge, but mischievous 
politician, Lord Mansfield. For the same reason as the former ] quit- 
ted mv stand bere, and retreated to the House of Commons’ commit- 
tee-chamber, where for an hour or two] was entertained at the 
examination of witnessesin the Worcester contested election. The 
committee sat on an elevated bench, and Jooked like a court of 
sessions ; the causes managed by advocates with regularity and 
decency. One of the committee was Sir George Saville, the chair- 
man Ferguson—all took minutes as is usual in al] the courts. 
Thence to Judze Sewall’s, Brompton-row, where met a few New 
England friends at dinner ; among them Mr. Thomas Robie, wbom 
] was very glad to see, be having arrived in England from Halifax 
but three days since. By him I received a letter from Dr. John 
Prince in answer to mine dated in August. 


FROM HON. WILLIAM BROWNE. 
Bosion, Jan. 8, 1776. 
e eS = @ & a ¢ 

George Dodge, in a schooner from Dominica, and Ingerso] ina 
schooner of Hasket Derby's from Jamaica, were Jetely sentin. The 
property of both vessels was transferred to merchants in the West 
Indies to cover their interest. . 

James Grant is here from Halifax ; be has the promise of a com- 
mission in the army, and to keep his rank. About two months ago 
Mr. Marston of Marblehead, came by night from Col. Fowles’ farm. 
He knows nothing about Salem. His wife died last summer. 

The otber day Gen. Robinson showed me the devices upon the 
Genominations of the contincntal bills. On one is represented a 
heavy shower of rain falling on a new settled country, motto 
around it “ Serenabi ;*° on another, a hand p)ucking the branches 
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rf from a tea-plant, with the motto, “ Susitne vel abstine ;°’ on a third 
le a bawk contending with a stork, motto “ Exifus in dubto est ;” on ~ 
ae a fourth, an ancient crown on a pedestal, motto “ Si recte factas 5” 
ssf on a fifth a beaver gnawing down a full grown oak, motio “ Perse- 
Fe <N si werando ;”? on a sixth an Irish harp, motto“ Afujora majoribus eon- 

it : ; sonant.” They are the inventions of Dr. Franklin. 

fi c When I wrote to you in October I forgot to send you the fol- 

fi lowing list of officers in part of the rebel army, found in the pocket 
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cause of importance, or Jawyer of note speaking, ] proceeded to the 
latier, where was sitting tbat excellent useful judge, but mischievous 
politician, Lord Mansfield. For the same reason as the former] quit- 
ted my stand bere, and retreated to the House of Commons’ commit- 
tee-chamber, where for an hour or two] was entertained at the 
examination of witnessesin the Worcester contested election. The 
committee sat on an elevated bench, and looked like a court of 
sessions ; the causes managed by advocates with regularity and 
decency. One of the committee was Sir George Saville, the chair- 
man Ferguson—ali took minutes as is usual in all the courts. 
Thence to Judze Sewall’s, Brompton-row, where met a few New 
ud England friends at dinner ; ; among them Mr. Thomas Robie, whom 
8 ] was very glad to see, be having arrived in England from Halifax 
but three days since. By him I received a letter from Dr. John 
Prince in answer to mine dated in August. 
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FROM HON. WILLIAM BROWNE. 
Bosion, Jan. 8, Bee: 


* 2 * = * 2 


George Dodge, in a schooner from Dominica, and ee ina 
schooner of Hasket Derby's from Jamaica, were Jetely sentin. The 
property of both vessels was transferred to merchants in the West 
Indies to cover their interest. 

James Grant is here from Halifax ; he has the promise of a com- 
mission in the army, and to keep his rank. About two months ago 
Mr. Marston of Marblehead, came by night from Col. Fowles’ farm. 
He knows nothing about Salem. His wife died last summer. 

The other day Gen. Rabinson showed me the devices upon the 
genominations of the continental bills. On one is represented a 
heavy shower of rain falling on a new settled country, motto 
around it “ Serenabi ;°° on another, a hand plucking the branches 
from a tea-plant, with the motto, “ Susfine vel abstine ;° on a third 
a bawk ee nitn with a stork, motto “ Ezitus in sao: est ;” on 
a fourth, an ancient crown on a pedesta], motto “ Si Ea Ag 
on a fifth a beaver gnawing down a fell grown oak, motio “ Perse- 
werando ;”’ on a sixth an Irish harp, motto“ Mujora majoribus con- 
sonant.?_ They are the inventions of Dr. Franklin. 

When I wrote to you in October I forgot to send you the fol- 
lowing list of officers in part of the rebel army, found in the pocket 
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* 
For the Pur nate vanta Maca- knowled re of the language witha. 
Pinks beth nrenUIty, mriay a toovet the 
authors meaning: But I have 
7 , iy the Ufe and Moule ¥ Morro’. often puzeled my brains ta ho 
purpate iff endcavourny Lo tran{- 
MAy ALPE, late: the aiottos in bleraldry 5 


there beng feldowm any connec 
between the device and in- 
and the grammar almoft 
| Three fourthe 
coats of arms 


lanation af she tion 
eahibited on feription | 

‘This alwayé incompleat. 
confide: af the mottos OF 
andtabate of thelr feem to ber downright nonflente 4 
and | am inclined to think they 


When deve eooom sanies # rent: are rather meen ® sega : ie 
bu they Aheould 4 we vtel he fo far nament, merely} to Ta wy) a han J 
y of © me h, othets that ¥ {airne ie roll, qhan ae the meats of 
j : 4 iii- 


¥rfft 


ywWAS mi 1, entertaine Lowith 
yivelrt fry rela CRP 

levi #2 aril rreeyt ices 

eur | antinental eurrene ¥ 

neti ally led me tH jevenie 


patrons of the vale 


eracife, fenton ntal irife ripe ene. 


tapianetor 
V seha : 








p 8s 


eek Hey ony 4 phy fetrtitnieut. 
Writcte of cilsye, pamphlets, 
a. wgly fond of pith oy. — 


die wisl iv Lile 


até 
‘She sii 
foe lt muil be cunts hed tiiscte ie 
lametmice a poud realon fur tii; 
for, pothaps, the mutts is the oa- 
ly theag that fhews the author's 
fearning ; the work ualelf being 
jnfufhoent fortiia pucpaie. ‘The 
perioa amongit the fudians whe 
ite in the Capcity ula plylicima 
and maywian (for they aways u- 
hite the twu charad cra) wears a 
leaf of fome plant patted on his 
furchead or breall to indigate diva 
hoowledpe in the mydicinal quali- 
tive of herhajail fo a frayemicnt 
wl ferwcd we frequently Ayek in 
the title al a bunk ners ly ti thew 
that the authar uuderflands Latia. 

It ie 4 Tie la oblerve haw the 
laboure of the ancients have been 
cut inte forape tor this unportant 
ule, aml how unfortunate y they 
are frequently milapphed, ‘Two 
er three detached words, having 
the leatt feeming analogy tu the 
fubjjeet of the writer, are eapre rly 
tutched at for a Wilh | whereas, 
‘big ss Wave examining the pal. 
hae fron which they are taken 
and obforeing what preceeds and 
what follows we thall tnd a fenti- 
ivyit very different liom the ule 
tu whieh they are applied, and 
fametimes diredtly fontrary ta if, 

It'y the fame method, patlnges 
‘nay be felected fron the holy 
foriptures themfelves which will 
lerwe foe Mottos applicable to €ve- 
ty kirel of immorality and jofideli- 
ty ~~ Ae, for example.—Guppofe I 
Werte write in faenur 

Of Ture. 

Stelee Water: ave fomeet, Dinos, 9, 
Dervest rs J weet fea Alan. 


aon, 


Chhrvations on Mottos and Devices. 








Of Covirousness. — * 
Wealth maketh many triends.¥1Q. Ty. ° 
The vich Man j; autfe, 27K. 
os Pop ettit tee laa? Pirie EHS i Pe. tO. 

Cif bot | 
labe “l folly. Pull iisey. Prov, 14h 1S. 
Immauch wifdowiis rau berief Vict, 
Lity hohdon belly, % 
fail Ws fs fin ei eatl Divnity, 

Of Tarreiing. 
Flodd wat thy Peace. | Pla. 10g 
Of Jwsjusrice. 
Punish the Fufl, Prov, 47. 
vdygull Mian falleth, 24° 
There ty) not a fu man upon Earth 
that death Good, icc. 9 
Of Suicine. 
Pata Anife tathy Throat. Prov. 2}. 
Of Rievenae. 
Heap coals of Fire on bis Head and 
the Lord fall reeward thee. Pro. 25 
Of Forwication. 
Canfe thy Fiefh fo fin, Eee. Se 
OfpnunKewNhe esd DEBAUCHERY: 
fat and drink—tar ry dons at the 
Wine. Prov, 24. 
Give flrenge drink, ae 
There a nothing better for a Alan 
than thal he Should cal aad 
drink, Eur. 3 
Af Alan bath na hetieor Thing under 
the Sun than that he frould cat, 
drink andlye merry, Lee. &, 
Of Cowarpree. 
Happy ds the Alan thas fearcth el- 
Prov, 28. 
O4 Siw in peneral. 
He mabrightecur es 
Then! a frurer do 
Tet. 17/ fut ely lL dhner it praid 
he aveld avath them, Pee, B. 
4a dt the Goad, Jo ts the Scaner ()» 
Of Arnniam. 
There is ne God, Via. , +: 
Abfard ye this Appin ation of 
fragmenta of feripture may be, | 
have korwn very revere ral pallor 
alinof ae meh oot of the wayne 
handling Ubeuw teate ANtextina 


1O. 


"ated ) : 


Pvc. ;¢ 


fi ad an hundred 


er much 





. Obfervations on Mottes and Devices. 


‘Motte of the firit importance; as 
it iz, or ought to be, the whole 
baiiacts of the fublequent dil- 
gourie to explain or enforce ite doc- 
trine, to the improvement or bene- 
fic of the hearers. How many 
{crmons fall thort of this defireable 
end; how frequently a teatis to a 
fermon what a motto is to & coat 
ef arme-—incre matter of decora- 
tion ; how often preachers difeufs 
paifages of feripture, not for the 
each of their audienee, but to 
diiplay their own abilities; or, 
which ie much worte, how apt 
they are, either through igor 
ance, or to eftabhth a favourite 
fyitem, to warp, diftort and mil- 
apply the texts of holy writ I 
leave to the obfervation of every 
ane who will make ufe of his own 
gommon fenfe, and isnot fo bi- 
gotted to the clergy of any facie 
ty wa to take it for granted, that 
becwuufe a man preaches from & 
mulpit or harangues from a gallery 
. mult of neceflity be enriched 
with folid fenfe, mult be fuppofed 
to act from the belt motives, and 
be wholly tofluenced by the molt 
gerinne piety. 
” There ia na doubt but Afettas 
may be made ufe of to great advan- 
tajre, when they are applied de an 
authority or an elucidation of the 
frabyyeet the writer "hath echofen, 
The admired author ofthe Apecta: 
fer hath on general fele@ted aryl 
apprived hie Mattos with ureat a 
eretion and judgement, Mottor are 
frir the rif part more properly 
prefieed to thort eflays than toa 
wohe and elylerucate workat De 


taule, the ww! ole fenle af a con 


file sey tembye a] Te may the @reeytie 
denied wa few words chefen from 


, well koowsh autiuet, ve beds + arte 


589 
not be expetted of a voluminove 
performance. 

I thall conclude with an extra 
from the Specdator, No. 2214, on 
this fubject ; wher iv hewn the 
true ufe of Moftoes dad how they 
ought to be chofen. 

* When [have finifhed any of 
my fpeculations, it is my method 
to confider which of the ancient 
authors have touched upon the 
fubje¢t that Ttreat of. By this 
meane | meet with fome celebrated 
thought upon it, or a thought of 
my own exprefled in better words, 
or fome fimilitude for the dluftra- 
tion of my fubje&t. This is what 
gives birth to the motto of a fpe- 
culation——My reader 13 net ie 
fure to meet with at leall one good 
line in every paper, and very oft- 
en finds his imagination entertain- 
ed by a hint that awakens in his 
memory fome bx autiful pafluge of 
a claffical author. 

«It wae a faying of an ancient 
philofopher, which I find fome of 
our writers have afcribed to Queen 
Elizabeth, who, perhaps, might 
have taken vccafion to repeat it, 
that a good Faceira Letter of Re- 
commendats It naturally makes 


fers inquilitive into the 
erfonrio is the qwner of it, and 
: lp 
Ry, ie 


ly gl eae them in his 
the fame effect. Befides that, it 


fhandfome motto hgs 
alwayagites* funer numerary heaue 
ty toa ppper and im fometimes in 
a manner necellary when the wri- 
ter ts eve yr d in whet may Appear 
4 paradox to yulirar minds, ae it 
fhews that he ia fupported by ood 
authorities, and nat fivgular in 


his PPiOn. 
A. hn. 


Philadelphia 






Robertson 


dented in \ny old settled country, 
hardly, indedd, surpassed by anything 
s taken placdin Kentucly and Ili- 


It has an interesting appendix of 


cts respecting Manners and Customs.’ 
son issued, in 18\8 (Paisley, dto), ‘A 
1 Description of \he Shire of Nen- 
neluding an accoury of its noble and 
_farnilies, being a nw edition, with 
orate continuation of\f The Genealo- 
listory of the Royal akd Illustrious 
of the Stewarts,’ &c\ (1710), of 
Crawfurd[q.v.] He also dentributed 
iur Young’s ‘Annals of Ag\jculture’ 
in, 1808, &c.) and to the tracks of the 
nd Society. 
‘ulloch’s Literature of Political Ecohemy, 
. 219; Donaldson’s Agricult. Biogt\ p. 
iarterly Journal of Agriculture, Idho- 
1829; Allibone’s Dict. of English Lit. 
tes’ Library Cat. v. 785; Brit. Mus. Cat.] 
To: 


ERTSON, GEORGECROOM (1842- 
philosopher, sixth child of Charles Ro- 
1, ironmonger, by his wife, Marjorie 
was born at Aberdeen on 10 March 
He was a delicate and precocious 
After some clementary teaching he 
nt to the grammar school at the age 
en, and when fifteen won a bursary at 
hal College. Ife entered ns a seident 
ember 1857, and at tho end of his first 
sessions was first in Greck. In the 
session he studied moral philosophy. 
ok his M.A. degree in 186] ‘with 
‘hest honours,’ beiug especially distin- 
din classics and philosophy. He at- 
the logic lectures of Professor Bain, 
rhom he formed a lifelong friendship. 
ober 1861 he gained one of the Gen 
d Ferguson scholarships of 1002. a year 
) years, his scholarship being awarded 
‘assics and mental eieaney? com- 
This enabled him toextend his studies. 
mt the winter of 1861-2 in attendance 
xctures at University College, London. 
y 1862 ho went to Heidelberg, wherg 
stered German, and spent the wintg 
lin, whefe he heard Trendelenburg ard 
srofessors, nnd especially devoted hijn- 
Kant. The next summer was sp¢nt 
at Gittingen and partly in Paris. /He 
ed to Aberdeen, where te tried unguc- 
ly for an examinership in philosophy, 
tayed at home, devoting himself to 
yphical reading. He helped Professor 
n the revision of some of his books. 
tember 1864 he was appointed teach- 
tistant to Professor Geddes, and in that 
ty lectured upon Greek during the two 
ing sessions. In December 1866 Ro- 
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Robertson 





bertson was elected to the chair of mental 
pee and logic in University College, 

ondon. His most formidable opponent 
was Dr. James Martineau, who was rejected 
chiefly through the influence of George Grote, 
on the ground of the incompatibility of the 
professorship with any kind of clerical posi- 
tion. The decision led to some angty con- 
troversy, but produced no ill feelin 
the candidates (a full account of/the facts 
was given by Robertson in his li 
Grote in this dictionary). Robértson began 
his lectures in January 1867/and devoted 
himself unreservedly to his york as long as 
strength lasted. They involfed much labour 
and a careful ati: ‘inal authorities, 
and he soon won the confidence of his col- 
leagues and the affection’ of a large number 
of fe Soon after/his appointment he 
undertook a work upon/Hobbes ; he examined 
the manuscripts at Ghataworth, and, besides 
other investigationg, revived his mathema- 
theal Imowledgo inf order to follow some of 
Hdbbes’s controvgtsies. Failing health pre- 
vended the comp/étion of a book which would. 
have included fn survey of the works of 
HobbeXs philogophical contemporaries. Part 
of his reApits ere embodicd in his admirable 
monorrapy upon Hobbesin Blackwood’s‘ Phi- 
losophical Ylassica,’ 1886. 

In 1872 ortson married Caroline Anna, 
daughter gf SikCharles John Crompton[q.v. |, 





justice of the qyeen’s bench. The marriage 


was of fhe happhyst, and Mrs. Robertson en- 
tirely aympathisedwith ber husband’s views. 
T'rom/1870 to 1846 he was on the com- 
mittde of the ‘ Natioal Society for Women’s 
Sufffage,’ and in activ correspondence with 
J. §. Mill, the presidert, until Mill’s death 
in/l873. In later year&he took no active 
pgrt in the movement. \[he admission of 
male students to lecturks at University 
ey was warmly and skccessfully sup- 
orted by him. Mrs. Robertdon afterwards 
took a considerable share, with ker husband's 
advice, in the management of thy ladies’ col- 
lege at Girton. 

In Janunry 1876 appeared tho firay number 
of ‘Mind,’ a title suggested by hinkgelf for 
the only English journal devoted t phi- 
losophy. The publishing expenses were ader- 
taken by Professor Bain, on condition Yhat 
Robertson should be the sole editor. ‘Ne 
labour of collecting and revising contrib 
tions, and of providing full accounts of all 
current philosophical literature, was very con- 
siderable, and Robertson discharged a troublo- 
some duty with the most punctiliousaccuracy. 
His high standard of thoroughness made him 
a comparatively slow worker. In 1880 ap- 
peared tho firet symptoms of a disnasc which 


Robértson 

















involved sovere suffe a He submitted to 
trict regimen, and was holped by the entiro 
Jevotion of his wifq. Surgical operations 
ecnme necessary, anfl in the winter of 1883~ 
1884 he was obliged] to obtain assistance in 
lecturing. Repeatel attacks in following 
ears aed him t@ offer his resignation in 
888, The council defused to accept it until 
7 May 1899, when gontinuance had become 
manifestly impossible. His wife b> been 
suffering from a fata} disease for some time, 
and died, after makin every possible arrange- 
ment for her husbard’s future, on 29 May. 
Robertson was atten{pting to take up some 
of his old work, but\ was much weakened, 
and aelight chill wap too much for his re- 
maining strength, Hp died on 20 Sept. 1892, 
His friends were profqundly impressed by the 
heroic cheerfulness with which he bore the 
sufferings aud anxietips of his later years, and 
carried on his work {to the last moment ot 
which it was possible. Though his health 
prevented him from fi ishing any considerable 
work, hisinfluence in promoting philosophical 
atudics in England, poth by his lectures and 
igeditasal labourer as probabl unsurpassed 
by that of anycontepporary. In hilosophy 
hisaflinitics were chi¢fly with the school repre- 
sented by the Mills nd Professor Bain; but, 
he was widely acquainted with diab oe 
literature of all sclools, and singularly im~- 
partial and cautioug in his judgment. 
Robertson wrote fsome articles in reviews, 
gave a fow popular flectures, and contributed 
to the ‘ Encyclopmdia Britannica’ and to this 
dictionary. Most. $f these and his chicf ar- 
ticles in ‘Mind’ wre collected as ‘ Philoso- 
ep Remains, 1894, edited by Professor 
ain and Mr. T, Whittaker, Robertson’s as- 
sistant in the editotship/of ‘Mind.’ A me- 
moir by Professor [Bayh is prefixed. Two 
volumes of his’ (1870-92), edited by 
Mrs, Rhys Davi\s, h¥ere published in 1896. 


[Memoir by Prof, Bain, as above; personal 
knowledge.] L 8. 


ROBERTSON, JAMES (1720 P-1788), 
ae of New York, born in Fifeshire about 
720, enlisted as a private, became a sergeant, 
and obtained an ensign’s commission by his 
servico at Carthagena in 1740, Having sailed 
to America in 1756, he was appointed major- 
general of the royal troops raised in America, 
and was also barrack-master at New York. 
In 1772 he received a colonel’s commission, 
and in the engagement between the British 
troops and the colonists at Long Island in 
1776 he commanded a brigade. He took a 
lending part in the negotiations with Wash- 
ington for the releaso of André. 
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Robertson 

twelve commissioners for restoring peace, 
and in May of the same year he became 
civil governor of New York. In May 178] 
he was appointed commandor-in-chief in 
Virginian, [He thereupon sniled to Sandy 
Hook; but hearing that Cornwallis had sr- 
rived with a commission which would supers 
sede his, he returned to New York, On 
20 Nov. 1782 he was appointed lieutenant- 





general. Inthe taeeiy April he returned 
to England, Ie died in London on 4 March 
1788. 


Our knowledge of Robertson's charactet 
rests entirely on the pos el of Thomas 
Jones, the chief justice of New York, a 
malevolent and disappointed man, who 
wrote a history of Now York during the 
revolutionary war. According to him, 
Robertson, when barrack-master, enriched 
himself by clipping the coins which passed 
through his hands, and when civil governor 
established arbitrary tribunals. He showed, 
says Jones, ‘the haughtinese, supercilious- 
ness, and contempt natural to the pride of a 
rich and opulent Scot,’ and, when appointed 
governor, wns infirm, paralytic, and un- 
dignifiedly amorous. 


[Jones's Hist. of New York; Gont. Mag, 
March 1788.] J; Ase. 

ROBERTSONA JAMES (1714-1795), 
orientalist, borr 714 in the parish of 
Cromarty, stud) any years at Leyden 
University under §chultens, the celebrated 
Dutch orientflist, pnd was ‘called’ to his 
native parish as minjster, having been licensed 
by the presbytery qf Edinburgh on 28 Nov, 
1744, Ie never dettled at Cromarty, but, 
after graduating af Leyden as ‘ Britannus’ 
on 20 Jan. 1749, prdceeded to Oxford to study 
under Thomas I.unt fa: y.], the regius pro- 
fessor of Hebrew Ile was offered an ad- 
vantageous post if Doddridge’s academy at 
orn ge bat the town council of 
Edinburgh, in refponse to a petition from 
the divinity stufents, elected him about 
May 1761 to the giinir of Hebrew in the uni- 
versity of Edinburgh. He received the fees of 
students only, hiqsuperannuated predecessor, 
Professor Dawsqn, retaining tho salary for 
, who visited Edinburgh in 
August 1773, was delighted with the conver- 
gation of the professor of oriental tongues 
(Boswett, ed. /1848, p. 277). Robertson 
was infirm duripg the last few years of his 
life, and died At Middlefield, Leith Walk, 
on 26 Nov. 1795. Professor Baird was ap- 
pointed as joinf Hebrew professor in 1792. 
A medallion of Robertson by James Tassie 









In 1779 |is in the Natipnal Portrait Gallery, Mdin 
Robertson was appointed head of a board of | burgh. 
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e Tne wascory of Peru etc LF | 


a vy, 
Most Authors describe Man a covetous Elf one i 
That Health, Fame, and Honour would barter for Feat. | 
Assembly, Convention, or Congress or King, | pad 
id it. is Money suits all--and of Money I sing. | 
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Ofer fulahalPvrne. Globe 14. 43 strange to behold Oe pe || 

The Value they place upon Silver and Gold! AS | 

* Those Metals may fail them of which they so vapor-~- 
Ht 


Our Wealth knows no mere a us Blackball 'd Paper !© os IS » 
a oe a 1D gs ba . ok Prefer Mo ey unt back, roles | | 
} 4 : oo t ; F f / : dt Ld, f 7 f f 
On the Ola Girrent Money (now much in disgrace) # 
There _ Mercy and Justice-“must stare in your face! 
& But Mercy and Justice are now left behind 
For Mena 28 dead, 2nd poorydustice is blina!3 
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Our newfashion'd Bilis, lixe-our-State* cit a Figure, | 
® With Major, and Minor, Mors, Vita, and Decor, | 
ihe "hatin, Desure, strikes the Ea. Sar somewhat erand oy 
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ar what. is plain “Enplish to Perseverando! 
. Yara 0, Pas 
(oS ge ; 
What a depth of Design we perceiv'd thro' the whole, 7” 
& When the Newspapers pointed out Body and Soul;>) — 
fhe Eagle was Britaino--The Hawthorn bush We--7 
The fotos explain*d, to a Titie a@ereot=—_ 


LYNA Mase . 











» / 6 e 2 Q » | i 
@ Sen. We were a crane,® and Creat Britain. 2 Spear--9 wn | 
Then We were the Corn, which She thrash'd most severe--10 | 


Or We were the-Harpll that was ever in tune-- 


, } aoe 2 ' y13 Qe 

49 Then -We were ie rie ae We're the Speen rte 

Zj iP ies on } | 

Iben a ce a calnt5—-1¢ a Wel ure. were snade 


To prove of Great Eritain we were not afraid; 
Lije-Laurel: ewaltsiis, if wee de net farter. 
“But it's Pasteboard, not Marble that fashions the Altar .16 
. f ee) oi \ i — Wf bo. oe Ne di 
& yi ) oF 8 of af = aoe 
pome thinking auCirele too mich like at Noose 
A much larger i2610 Morr thee imbiens aid choose, 


Where 1ll-looking Figures so badly assorted, + / | 
Resemble some Felons from Newgate transported. t Vea 
# pune The | Maryland Farst Emission ee 








pln Inare™® « WAL 
“| - AN AAYY : A Sy” yp 
da Vans we As + is { , pay 
156 , 
9 . Larlé Y ff f ( { 
On another an Arm\seems determin'd to wetid, , a. A, SO eae 
In defence of the!Olive a huge massy Shetid; Shull / /\/¢, cad 


The Arm is Stark naked--the Sprig is so Small, Sg kb 
it 1o0o0oKks “just. Tike fichntine Lor siethine at ails io" 


The Virginia First Emission ig <fL/7l 


Os cay ieee! 2 . 
But the last fashion'd Money we all must commend, ~* a 
Where @ Circle of Rings join Im Rines without end, ) eer 


Fach Ring is a> Stete, and (the Metto explains) 

They all are a Congress--a Congress in Chains! 
The—lesser Continental stits-of fractions 
ofa Dollar intented-fer—echanges the” 
Devise by Francis Hopkinsen-+ 


ce ee a 


In the midst a\small Circle es! ea seen 
SURPrOUNCES WatrMclory and picketed an, 

To Make Je€5t of our Creed thismwas céertainiv one, 
Ror=who can believe that Phirtecmare but. Uae?’ 
. tear _- pen 7 4 
On—-the-Hace of the Bill the reverse, doth appear, fs” f 


Pinost Shor col mic Deamoy the eun'sSs quitting his Sphere, LAW 


"lean: Cosme. nescries, “whoowes lete youn selient -————e mn 9 


"Mind your Business--Repent--I must ‘bid you good niche xe 0 


a 
ae o 
; ren vefpeeueeg OTe 


3% / chla | 
"Who can take this Advice! would you nave me become nt 
From a Brigadier General, Distiller of Rum! Dan Roberdeau 
NOjsrether.et etpht of a Cat. tet me falter, IX 
And. tiene -aldi omy. days with my meck=in a halter."41 = 
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‘Wing=our Business! cries one ,.fine “Advice te be sure (Dan? Morris, 


Must a great Legislator be chang'd to a Brewer!"e2 , b-Soo yn ay 
"Shall I*®cries a Convention-man in a huff bth eo 
Descend the Moravian's Candles to Snuff?"23 Geo. Sahlobser 
; S04 4221 

155 Sey 
Or I, cries a third, whom Heaven form'd to rule, James Cannon 
Instead of a Statej,govern Boys at a School?¢4 —— | 
Alas! cries a Col'nel, my fears are o'erflowing, “John Bayard 
What, epeain-hnold my Vendue,.for Sixpence agoing! 
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9 16. 
Mand your Business, food Toiks 
Convine’d of your“errors, your Foliy deplore. 

Return to your Ducy., Great Eratain is kind. 
And ald past. Offences She’ li-give to..tne Wind. 


a 
This Puppet show over--This Madness forget, 


Peace, Preedom, and’ Safety asain is your Lot, ue = 


And. Stand; tilt 2n ruin Vid“ Neture 2s nora, 
Tne GlOrywe Cher inves ano ride of the: Wworid:. 


RR. [Joseph Stansbury ] 
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‘See the Explanation of the Devices and Mottos of the 


Continental Bilis of -Credst. in the Pennsylvania 
GaZeLvLe.. Dub shed “by Hadi and Sellers, supposed. 
Loube writcer by the -eelebraved Dr. Franklin.¢ 


oo an here is weed as a synonym for gold. 
Blenteenth century gmeters  orten-alluded towne gore 
otclie inees: 


ae ome 22¢ 5/7 5,~tne- Gelerzales  voncae 
Continental Congress assembled at Pniladelphia issued 
CWO midiitom of Spanish miliec*domters. (|The Spanish 
dollar had teen the coin most in use in the colonies 
(Paul Bakewell, Jr Past and Present: Faces. About 
Money in the United States [New York: The *lacMillan 
Cos. 1920 | tn SOs ecl bite OF credit on vie 
promise of the colonies fo redeem these bills. 
in Julytan sdditienal: one million doldears was*orcercd. 
However, the issues of Continental paper money did not 
stop at three million: six miliion was issued an-ay/5: 
twenty-four million, in 1776; and“so on until, by the 
end of 1779, the amount reached two-hundred million 
in denominations ranging from one-sixth of a dollar 
to elehty-dollar bills. ne Dilis ranidly2derreciaved 
so that merchants refused to accept them; in 1776, 
the Continental Congress gave General Washington the 
power to take whatever he needed for the use of his 
armies; if the owners would not sell merchandise for 
a reasonable price in Continental paper, they were 
to be arrested Tor refusal’<o accept the currency. 
(Joseph Coffin, Our American Money: A Collector's 





| | 
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Story [New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1940], 

Dope ss-34). To meke i matters worse, counterfeit 
presses in England and America, issued counterfeit 
notes in ean eltort to further de-value the currency. 
Between May, 1775, and Janwary, 1/779, Coneress, tssued 
a series of Blue Notes, unsigned, in an effort to 
Getect counterfeits: These Blue Notes were. sent to 
prominent. parties throuchout the ceoloniess » (John wi. 
Haseltine, Description or the Paper woney -lssued 

by the Continental Concress of the Unived olates 

Bnd the Cenérse. Gclonies | Patlaselphiae. John Ww. 
Heeeltine. del? 1s wm. 500). 


The farst Continental emisston.on May 10, 
1775, features a band holding a balance scale on 
the 265-bill with toe motto: ~ “Hast Justatia”’ 
[Let justice be done]. (Eric P. Newman, The Early 
Paper Money of America [Racine, Wisconsin: Whitman 
PUD iSsh re Co (Lo07 ap. 42) er he pi lissof the 2775 
emission bore the legend, "The United Colonies." 
a Vey ean 7 .. the. leeend changec. to ‘The: United 
States: --this became “The United States. of North 
pmeries  iy.3 ho. Cerover. C2 Cri svilie Jr. North 
American Currency [Iola, Wisconsin: Krause Publications, 


Lob 5Su Pp. LUC=9). 


) 

The emblems and motto cuts from the majority 
Or Cieat 2s eer se. ons:.0F Continental bil Us -were taken 
from an emblem book of Dr. Joachim. Camerarzius. in 
Benjamin Pranklin's’ library. . [he boois, Symhelorum 
ac Fmolemontum 2thico—-Politico published in Mainz in 
270e is 5f21ea with atin mottoes. and ,..thus,-stansvbury 's 
complaint of the Latin legends on the bills]. 
Specifically: major and minor appear on $3 bills, 
reatverine @ harp with tharveen. strinecs representing 
the thirteen colonies and the motto: "majora minoribus 
consonant" [the large colonies are in harmony with the 
Bimalt colonies}: vite and @ecor appear on a S4 bill? 
issued in 1776, featuring a wild boar running towards 
@ "Spear Wilt ens motto, “AUT mors,caut vitae decora”" 
[either death, or an honorable life] encircling the 
figures; perseverando appears on a $6 bill issued 
in 1776 which features a beaver gnawing down a tree 
with the word, "Perseverando" [By perseverance] 
underneath. (Newman, pp. 46-48). 


5 


[The Colonial papers carried carefully 
detailed explanations of the Colonial currency]. 


t 
; 
! 
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6 

The Continental {3.biil issued on Maye, 
17771, one: on ats Tace.a crane fighting Bn eagle 
with the movto. “Exi7us in. Dubio Est" [ The outcome 
15° in deupviee Cleunren ibe oe 


The Continental $5 bill issued on November 2, 
Pee, had won its face a bieedine pand eracpine a 
hawthorne’ bush with the motto ‘Sustine vel aenstine® 
[Either sustain weursel? or abstain]. Clemmen> p. 35). 


8 


The Co Nentel S343. bil] issued on Maye2e "1777 
had on the k a crane. (Newman, p. 37). 


f 
The Continental $4 bill issued on May 9, 
1776, had on its face a wild boar running towards 
a spear Matheotne, motto... “Aut-more, But Vive cecora 
[Fither déath or an honorable life]. (Newman, p. 34). 


oohe Combinental <° 2) 0211. issued an 1776 had 
OnNwits Pace-erain Deine tireshed hy .a-ilail wooo 
fie motto “Tripuletio <etat’ [ArT ietiion Snrecnes.. 
(Newman, p. 47). 


as 
Tne Continental 2s pid i 77> hadvom ats. tace 
a haro with thirteen strings with the motto "Majora 
minoribus consennat” [The larze colonies are an harmony 
With thesmall colonies ].> (Newnan, p. 46). 


Techie $6 bill, issued on November 2, 1776 had 
on its face a beaver gnawing down a tree with the 
legend, "Perseverando” [By perseverance]. 

(Newman, p. 46). 


(Thereiwas. no Continental D211 nor any Dill 
Se Ssueds by an individual colony which had the faeure 
of a speen. Stansbury's méaning is notcelear?. 


14 
wi S20 padieraces Teeued -2niay 4 11% 


and some $30 bill backs issued during 1775-77 
feature the picture of a sea with the motto 
WA ‘Goneitate WPriven byrad hostile force], 
(Newman, p. 46). 
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The back of 1775/1. 220 bilie andy some 
7/7 5=Pr 230 btlls: showed the sun.shaning om sailing 
Shins .in a calm sea with the desgend:, “Cessante 
vento conquerecemus.” [When the wind ceases, we 
rest). (Newman. pi. 46). 


16 
hi} S30: bili“ faces nad the picture of 2 
Wreatneom a. Lomb WLth the Jecend: 7 "Si recte facies” 
[If you have lived righteously]. (Newman, p. 46). 


The manuseript cormectiy refers to this 
foo The rerviand first emission. ~ihnestlaryland 
five emission issucsa on July 20st /75,-unlixe, the 
Majoravy-or Contaviental bills, Ned no cirele @eroune 
ifs figures. On the, face is.a8 propaganda=filied 
wood-cut by Thomas Sparrow depicting Britannia 
receiving a petition from the Continental Congress 
from a female figure representing America. This 
figure as tranplingvom. a scroll: marzed . slavery ° 
and Neoteaine & liberty cup in. frontsot Ameracan Troops 
Carrying’ 2 Llae marked" liberty. 2 On tie reverse 
side. the Picures of Britain and America ave aepicted 
achieving peace. (Newman, p. 117). 


18 
The manuscript ineorrectly refers to this 

Pili-go. (tye Virginie fareteemission.?~ Aetually: tie 
bid] deseribed is the second @€mission issued on 
Mev. 6. 17 7O-- this bill shad on 21s. vace 2 may-cressed 
as an Indian with a shield in one hand—ama”’ spear 
in thé sotner> His foot rests om a.gnaky; which, He is 
about to strike. Below, entwined about a sprig of 
Olive leaves, is a scroll with the words “Sic semper 
fyrannus” (Thus. alwavs, to tyrants 4. "The Jirst 
SmMiseion-2ssue0 on July 17. d775°nhad .on it. the 
colonial seal: two men standing on opposite sides 
of a shield with the royal coats of arms. (Newman, 
pp 335-6). 


9 


ThesmManuscript ancorrectizy attributes the 
design of the lesser Continental bilis to #rancis 
Hopkinson. Actually the emblems on the $35, $40, 
$50, 360, $70 and $80 denominations were developed 
by Franeis.topinson., who unsuccessfully. sought 
compensation for his work (Newman, p. 46), but the 
Gesign of the lesser Continental bills was done by 
Benjamin Franklin.” (Richardss. Hooker, ‘Frankiin's 
Influence on Colonial and Continental Paper Money," 
The Numesmatist, LXIX [Decemvter, 1956], pp. 1358-9). 


on 
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en 
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20 

These three stanzas describe the Continental 
bllis for fractions of a dollar issued on February 
17, 1776, and designed by Benjamin Franklin. The front 
of the bill had a linked colony device: thirteen 
rings each inscribed with the names of one of 
the colonies. In the center is seen the legend: 
"we are one." On the reverse, was a sundial with a 
Sun beamine above it. The motto. "Tugio" was beside 
the sun with the words "mind your business" written 
below the dial 4 in other words "1 [2the. sun. flys 
therefore mind your business." (New, p. 32). 


wr "i a si 


Pantiel Robrideaux (FRoberdeau), was a 
Philadelphia merchant and Revolutionary patriot whose 
political career began in 1756 when he sat in the 
provincial assembly ...“(Supra, p.-133). ( 





22 OO ef 

[Although a note in the margin of the Vee 
manuscript identifies this as a reference to-Dantel 
Morris, Dhis is obviously “a, reference to thre Pitiadsionie 
merchant Robert Morris. Sanucir merris was a Capvein 
in the Philadelphia Light Horse (Historical Register 
of Offieers, 0.,.403.) Robert Jorris, Sern Ineiiverpocl, 
England, end’ raised in the Coteny of ilaryland was 2 
prosperous Philadelphia merchant who helped finance 
the American Revolution. In 1754, he was made a 
member Of ‘the firm of Willams. Morris ama Company - 
Amporters @nd exporters, vo which he belonged for 
thirty-nine years. He was already a prominent merchant 
when he signed the non-importation agreement in 1765. 
in October of taat year, he rerused -lo.be appointed 
tG@ a Citizen's commaitrec vo.scoliect the otanp-2ax. 
MOVris. 12 MeEnber Of erne forstoancd of Lhe ssccend 
Continental Congress voted against the Declaration 
of Independence in July, 1776; but signed it in 
August and was thereafter an ardent supporter of the 
war. In March, 1778, he signed the Articles of 
Confederation. In 1781, ne was made Superintendent 
Of Finances of the Umited Staves. a position he 
held until the end’ of the war. (DAB, VII, 219-228). 
The reference to Morris as Brigadier General, no 
Goubt refers to his holding a commission in the 
Marines, devised by him as a means of receiving a 
small renumeration for his work in behalf of securing 
money and supplies for the Continental armies. He 
45 offitially listed as superintendent. o7 finance 
for the, United SGtates:jn The Historical Register 


of Of tieers of tie mone znental Army .ae ihe reference 
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to lis being a “Brewer” no doubt aliudées-to his 

support of the manufacturing of Hare's American 

Porter, one of the several attempts at preducing 
fmerican poods and. thus becoming independent “or 

England (Evening Post, December 7, 1775)]. 


£5 
George Schlosser was a member of the 

Prevledeipnia. Constitutional cocitety, @ radi cal.freup 
formed in 2777 whe-lee actions against merchants 
suspeetéed of Gisloyalty during ithe; var. hmong the 
leaders in the Society was Dan Roterdeau who led 
In Phe wntenc cet on. of 4hese Merchants whe fe ed 
their prices as a measure against the inflationary 
Sentimental currency. 0 (hobert bevere Erunhouss, 
The Counter- Revolution see ees 1776-90 
EP eed es ig U. of Pa. press... (952 ppe be-23; 
60-7252 Sn 


24 
James Cannon, a Seoteh professor-of mathe- 
Meticel sme colliere at Philadelphia, was one. of 
the writers of the Pennsylvania State Constitution, 





with Benjamin Franklin and the Quaker Timothy Matiock. 


Cannon is aceredited with being the most influential 
AP Ghee writin: of the Const i tuvion.|. Thesrennsyivenve 
Conet2 tutseon, the most-aedical enone tie new State 
eonstitutzons, “as received with a storm Of protest; 
Cannon was publsaely nemed as one of the “red 
republicans" by John Dickinson and Benjamin Rush. 


A contemporary of Cannon's, writing eight years later, 


Dlames "the fanatical schoolmaster," James Cannon, 
for one of the most-hated features of the new 
€onseisution, the Council of Censors. (Nevins, 

Pps ite U-c5)).. 


tne 


5 ae 

John Bayard / was a prosperous Philadelphia 
merchant who signed the non-importation agreement 
in 1765, was a member of the Provincial Congress in 
i774. "an@.a member of the Sons of Liberty. As 
head of the Second battalion of Philadeipnta militia, 
he was present at the battles of Trenton, Brandywine 
Germantown and Princeton. ,§ Colonei\Bopard/was a 
member of the board of war of Marylanc-and speaker of 


the Maryland Assembly. HMaryland was Mis native state. 


(National ae oPe of American Yiorranhy J 


[New York: James 1. White and Co.f 1998], pp. 71-72). 


* 
a) 
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26 
[The Pennsylvania Gazette, on September 20, 

1775, carried a letter-to-tne-printer signed 
"Clericus” which gav2 detailed explanation of the 
mottoes and emblems On-sach blll. sihe- Latin was 
rather clumsily translated but the figures were 
Cleverly Inpenmpreted. (joine Gazeppe, pus, 
SeptemLer 20, 1775)J]. Since the interpretations 
in the articlé-greatiy resemble: those. piven by 
Stansbury, ne may weli® have used 2hne Anformaticn 
in the article 2n writing the poem. fhe article 
may have been written by Franklin; he was in 
Philadel thie leading aequtet Tite with IMs. e¢hiigren 
poac geunmMer. Van voren, "J rankilin, pos S240) sand 
hey had beer lareceiy resvonsit2e Lor chnoceine exe 
“mottoes and designs for the bills. (Hooker, 
pp. 1355-9). 


oe 


Tries Storys.ol. Peru etc,- 


i. 
Most Authers describe Man a. covétous ELf 
that Health ,vame ,.Sand-Bonoury;would berter for’ Pelt, 
Kssemoly, onvention, .or Conpress, or*iine., 
ie, te stoney ourts all=-ang uel Money i cing. 


Ee 
Oem Tuli tae Bhe Globe 10 18 Semeance-to° pehnold 
The Value they place wpoon Silver and CGoid! 
anoses. Metals may.Tail themof which They so vapor=- 
Our Wealth knows no End--give us Blackball'd Paper! 


‘36s 
On the Old Current Money (now much in disgra 
oe worey and @ VSL lee umus  Stareran your - 
But Mercy and Justice are now left behind, 
ror ey i Heady eu poomwuse ee. 2s reg 


Ly, 
Pe, JL Ke GUY ple bee set, a Pie ure 
ie Ss Vite. and Wecor, 
trikes the Sar somewhat crand Or 
gil an to Perseverando!4 








Ourvmewieshion d hil) 
With Major, and Mino 
ae LAaGlire DESUre ,)-s 
ror what is plain | ion 





aie 

Wet 2 -Gepen Of “Desien we-=pereéiv'o*thro™.the whole, 
When the Newspapers pointed out Body and Soul; ‘2 

The Eagle was Britain&--The Hawthorn bush “We--7 

Tne M@Glos  explain'a. to a Titie agree! 


iss 
were a Crane, 8 and Great Britain a Spear--? 
were the Corn, which She thrash'd most severe--10 
Or We were the Harpli that was ever oe tune-- 
Then We were the Beaverl2--and now We're the Spoon!+3 





tiegue 


| . 3 ; 
Then a Storml4--and a Calm’~--if a Deluge were made 
To prove of Great Britain we were not afraid; 
The Laurel awaits us, if te 20 NG wPT aleer.« 


But it’s Pasteboard, nor Marble«that fashions the Altar.16 
a. 


Some thinking a Circle too much like a Noose, 
A mush laregerivele ia a their Emblems did choose, 
Where ill-looking Figures so badly assorted, 

Resemble some Felons ae Newgate transported. 17 


The Maryland First Emission 





£56 
Oe 


On another an Arm seems determin'd to weild, 

IM pel Give oly The sliver hupe maseuones ic ; 

the Arm 2s Stark haked--the) -Sprie dse'so Smal 

Lt L00KS jJeSsa oakeet teitaneg for mochine.at aij:18 


The Virointe hirst Eress ion 


XO 

But. the’.dast fashzon’d Money we ail must commend, 

Where, a Carhelo-ot Hinges Join “in. Rings withoul-end. 

Each Ring is a State, and (the Motto explains) 

They all are a Congress--a Congress in Chains! 
The lesser Continental pills of ffaetions 
@. 8 Dablaer 2mcvended. ior change. tie 
Devise by Franeis Hopkinson .23 





pies 
ijatie- Midst ue -Seilet)] Csarcile Yresp kendeny 1s “seen 
purreunded with Glory. and pickezed fin; 
Te) Mawe desc Of Our gece Chis wesc Certain Core. 
For who €an Delieve that 2hirteen ame. but one? 
piece 


Paceror the Bili- ther reverse Coun appear 
Cy iretia Ss beams , LHe Sar" SaG@Gl CC Ln oe Sphere. 

"Lam Seine t he Cries, who Woewra ee: Our Gel fae 7 
"Mind efour Business——-Repent—-1 amust bid you oeoe niente <4 

Loe 
"Who can take this Advice! would you have me become 
From a Brigadier General ,.Distilier of Rum! “Dan. ARoGerdeau 
NO. erathen av Sicnton, ote Men me taller. 
Ayo [ient all my Gays with my neck “inva halter. nel 


ell 


"Mind your Business! cries ore? fine Advice to be sure, pant 


Must a great Legislator be chang'd to a Brewer!"2e 
"Shali°iI cries a -Convention-man ina poets s 
Descend the Moravian's Candles to Snuff?"<3 Geo. Sahlobser 


ie 


Or I, cries a third, whom Heaven form'd to rule, James Cannon 


Instead of a State govern Boys at a School?e4 


Alas! erties a Col’nel, my fears are o'ert lowing; vohn Bayard 


What ». ager hold=my Vendue, for Sixpence aroine! 


ay 


LG: 
Mind your 7 ousiness, good folks@vot* this Taving give oer, 
Conmving! a of.vyour, Errors, your igor ly deplore, 
Recurn £oO° your. Duty, Great fritagn 2S kind. 
And a@11 past. Offences .She'if*give to the Wind. 


As 
This Puppet show over--This Madness forget, see 
Peace, Freedom, and Safety again is your Lot, ee 
Ape Stand. till in ruin Ole Nature: ise nur "d. ox 


The Glory he Envy. and Pride of.the World. 
v3 ons 


RR. [Joseph Stansbury] 


See the Explanation of the Devices and Mottos of the 
Pontvinental bills’ of Credit in the. Pennsylvania 
Gazette, published by Hall and Sellers, supposed 

to beswritten by the celebrated: Dr. Franklin.<© 


2 ; 
Peru here is used as a synonym for gold. 


Eighteenth century writers often alluded to the gold 
Ol the Incas. 


raat 


c 

On June dca. Pip = the, debevates Toate 
Continental Congress assembled at Pniladelphia issued 
CwWOmmtiaon er -Spawien- milled dollars. |The spanish 
dollar had been the coin most in use in the colonies 
(Paul Bakewell, Jr..-Past and Present Facts About 
Money in the United States [New York: The MacMillan 
Goce 1 Use Ob) Ute Otis. of credit son the 
promise of the colonies to redeem these bilis. 
In- duly in ead2 tional one .miiigon. dollars: was,ordered. 
However, the issues of Continental paper money did not 
Stop at three million; six million was issued onet//5; 
twenty-four million in 1776; and 80 on until by the 
end of 1779, the amount reached two-hundred million 
in denominations ranging from one-sixth of a dollar 
to e1enty—-co. lar bilis., .The* pealw@e ranidly idepreciaved 
so that merchants refused to accept them; in 1776, 
the Continental Congress gave General Washington the 
power to take whatever he needed for the use of his 
armies; if the owners would not sell merchandise for 
a reasonable price in Continental paper, they were 
to bevarrested. tor refusal to atveaenpt the currency. 
(Joseph Coffin, Our American Money: A Collector's 
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Story [New York: Coward-McCann, Inc., 1940], 
pp pp. 33-34). To make matters worse, counterfeit 
resses in Eneleand sna wnericag wissued. Countertert 
notes in.a@n efrort to further ce-Valucscne currency... 
Between May, 27/5, aa wanuary, 1779, Congress 1ssued 
a Se€ries Of Blue Noges.. unsigned.” 26 an Sitore vo 
deGect counLlerl eit. These Blue Notes were sent to 
prominent parties throughout the colonies. (John W. 
Haseltine, Depcrip rion Ol, the Paper Money Toouc 


ee oe Tee OS 


DY: Cie continer wel Conztress. Ole the United Slates 


and the General oe John W. 
Haseltine oes B06 )s 





The Tirst Contanental emi 
1/75, features 6 Dand solding aba 
the 665 OLY With the wotcvos - "Rae 
[Let justice be done]. (EF } 
Paper Voney oF America [Ra 
Publishing Cow. oer. 2! 
emission Dore the legend, “Th 


e 
ets 
e Un Baa cotenieane 
in’ Maya 177, thewlecencd thane. 
beg 
S 


e 

2 

to The Uneted 
States”: this became “Thervtni States? Olenorun 
America’ ire L/19.. 2Graver, UveCriey 
American Currency [lola, Wiscon 


Po65), pp es 2c B-9). 


) 

The emblems ane, MOtTO Cuts from the majority 
of the first. emissions Of Contimental bill Sowers, taken 
from an emblem’ book of Dr. Joachim Camerarius in 
Benjamin Franklin's library. [The book, Symholorum 
ac Emblemontum sthico-Politico published in Maing 2n 
1702 2 felled with Levin mottces and ,.~thus, Scanssury ' 
complaint of the Lati in legends on the pills). 


ew ii Ie Nero 
inv Areuse® Publicatious. 





Specifically: wmajgor-and minor wappear om $3 Digs. 
featuring a harp en thirteen strings representing 
the thirteen colonies and the motto: “majora minorivus 


consonant" [the large colonies are in harmony with the 
small colonies]; vita and decor appear on a $4 bill. 
issued in 1776, featuring a wild boar running towards 
a spear with the mouto. "“Aut* mors s-auvp vita deeora " 
felther death, “or an-fonorable Tife] encircling. che 
Pagures 7 perseverand® appears one O06. Dil 2esved 

in 1776 which features a beaver gnawing down a tree 
with the word, "Perseverando"” [By perseverance ] 
underneath. (Newman, pp. 46-48). 


5 


[The Colonial papers carried carefully 
detailed explanations of the Colonial currency]. 
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The Continental $3 bi 
LP ii eied Omg te Tace ge comarne 
wrth The woule, “Ex tugedn bub 


16 2ngdoubtie -(hewmane pb... 378 


iA ssvedwon. May 20), 
Tentsne an eagle 
Svbst, athe Mutcome 


~~ 


7 
de 
ea) 
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The Continental $5 bill issued on November 2, 
1776, had on its face a bleeding hand erasping a 
hawthorne bush with the motto "Sustine vel ahstine" 
LEPtnerm sustain yourself er abstain’). (Newman, pes 357: 


8 
The Continental $3 billzissued on May 20, I777 
( YWnan, Dp. A lee 


had Onethe back a crane. Newm 

2 a} s s pT. 

The. Continental (34 Dit Jsseeq on May 9. 
C1 (Od pee On it 


amspear With the mottoss "Aut mors. .auT vita decora’ 


n 

sitace 2a. wild, boar Yugning towards 

f 

[Hither death or an honorable life]. . (Newman, ‘p. 34). 


The Continental ¢ 
On ides late geraintbeine ~nre 
the motto: "Tribulatio deta 
(Newman, p. 47). 


(seven war 17 Oshed 
Dy weter Loe 2 Wit 
Affliction enriches }. 


a1 
The Continental 
Beer Weul-uuirceen-stran 
minoribus consonnat" LThe 
Woth the Ssmallicoloniss |. 


OR 
Mie 


ELA Clie i £5 had son: a tsel ace 
er Wait oie MOBO, ma Ora 
large eOlOntes are ine harnony 
(Ne 


DB & 


“the $6 bill, issued on November 2, 1776 had 
on=its face a beaver gnawing down a tree with the 
legend, "Perseverando” [By perseverance]. 

(Newman, p. 46). 


a 
ni 


(There was no Wontinental “bilisnor any bill 
Desucdsby an tdavyicual. colonyewiich had: the Tigre 
of a spoon. Stansbury's meaning is not clear). 


14 
All S20 bil) feces sesueq-iie Way 775. 


and some °$30.billd backs issued during 1775-77 
feature the picture of a-sea with the motto 
"Vi concitate" [Driven by a hostile force]. 
(Newman, p. 46). 
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15 
THe back “of 27 75<+/7 S20: DidTSs"and some 


1775-77 $30 bills showed the sun shining Ciwedt tne 
ships infescalm séa with the -lepend= ‘Cessanze 
vento conquerecemus." [When the wind ceases, we 
rest]. (Newman, p. 46). 
16 

Alt S20; bil faces, nad. the aeture ofca 
Wreath on aA tombe with the lerend= "Sir recte-facies”™ 
[If you have lived righteously]. (Newman, p. 46). 


The manuecripu correctizg refers .vo=this 

as." The Maryland first emvesion.” -The Maryland 

ipst emission issued on duly 264 4.775.) unlike whe 
majority of Centinental. Bilis, 2ad mo clrete around 
4ts figures. On the face is a praopacandaeritied 
wood-cut by Thomas Sparrow depicting sBritannia 
receiving a Pete ticom- from Gace - Continental Congress 
from a‘femaie figure he guia Pe America. be 
firure 16 trampling on=a scroliomarced "slavery" 
ane holding 2 iiverr. Dae amofront.-of American?’ tregps 
Carrying & Geec haried. "liberty. ,Om whe rewerse 
Sauce. ieurés Of Britain arid America are aepicred 
achiev eace, ~ (Newmans pw ie. 


o> 08 
= 


pe 
L 
- 


Exe manuscript incorrectly oe to this 
bli) #8 “ene Vireinta first emissien.” “ Acgually vane 
bill described is the second emission issued on 
May 65 1770s -Thie bal) had Gn ieaw acesa man caressed 
es: an dndtan with 2 snieia in one teed ama spear 
in the thers: His’ Poot reste.on-2.snake, whiten heise 
about to strike. Below, entwined about a sprig of 
Olive leaves: is a Serolil with @he,words ."Sic, semper 


tyvrannus ' (ihue, always, to tyreanta,.-- Thesis: 
emlssionusssued On Jul? 17, 17/5.ee on Li the 
colonial seal: two men standing on opposite sides 


Of eo shield withthe royal/coats or arms... (ewan, 
Bpe 335-6) 


19 

Te manuscrapy. incorrectly attributes the 
design of the lesser Continental bills to Francis 
Hopkinson. Actually the emblems on the $35, $40, 
$50, $60, $70 and $80 denominations were developed 
by Francis Hopkinson, who unsuccessfully sought 
compensation for his work (Newman, p. 46), but the 
gesign#of the lesser Contine ntal biljis was. done by 
Benjamin Franklin. (Richard'T. Hooker, "Franklin's 
Influence on Colonial and Conti nental Paper Money," 
The Numesmatist, LXIX [Decemver, 1956], pp. 1358-9). 


162, 


20 

These three stanzas describe the Continental 
bills for. fractions. of a-dollar’iesyved on Fepruary 
a7 22770, and désipned by Benjamin=rankiin. The front 
Stowe bill Nad “a sinked colony device: . thirteen 
ries each <inscribed with #he, names ofs one’ of 
tne colonies. «in. the. center lsescen the Lerend™ 
Uwe are one.” On.the reverse, was a-sundial with a 
Sun beaming above it... The motto "fugio" was beside 
the sun with the words "mind your business" written 
DelOw @oe Cdl.“ JiOtier words, “i. Lhevsun’ fly, 
therefore mind your: business.” (New, po. 32). 


Daniel Robrideaux (Roberdeau), was a 
Philadelphia merchant and Revolutionary patriot whose 
political career began in 1756 when he sat in the 
Drovencial assembly. % (Supra, p. 1 s20: 


ee 
[Althoush aonote in the@nercin of the 

manuscript identifies this as a reference to Danie 
MOPrag, Enis is abviously a reference to the Philadelonia 
merchant Robert Morris, samuel Morris was<a Gaptain 
in the Philadelphia Light Horse (Historical Register 
Cla oGr cers. Dp. 031) PRobert MNerrise born Sn laverpoo!l , 
Pneiand., and raiséd an the Colony “of Maryland was a 
prosperous Philadelohia merchant who helped finance 
thevaAmeri¢an Kevolution, In 1754) he-was made a 
Weweer Of the Jirm aiewiliing, Morris and Company , 
importers and exporters, to which he belonged for 
thirty-nine years. He was already a prominent merchant 
when he signed the non-importation agreement in 1765. 
In October of that year, he refused to be appointed 
Pood Cat eens cOnmitcee: to; COlLect tie Stamp “fax. 
Morris, a member of the First and of the Second 
Continental Congress voted against the Declaration 
See tpaspendence Im gully, 177 os but. signed again 
August and was thereafter an ardent supporter of the 
war. In March, 1778, he signed the Articles of 
Confederation. In 1781, ne was made Superintendent 
Otepinances ofthe Unived States, a position -he 
Nelda the. end ofthe wares. (DABy Via , 2Lo=2c1 9. 
Lheem@ererence to Morris as Ericacier Cenéeral, je 
qd6Outn tefers te*his holding a. commission in-the 
Marines, devised by him. as. a means of receiving a 
small renumeration for his workin behalf of securing 
money. anc supplies for the Continental ‘armies. . He 
is olficially Jisted as Superintendent: of Finance 
for the United States in The Historical Register 
of Officers of the Continental Army. ‘The reference 





162 


tons. bednce a “Brewer “-no,doubt alludes. to nis 

Supporu.olytnemmanutacturine os, Harel és, American 

Porter, -6ne of the several atvempts at producing 
American woods “and: thus pecomane independent: ar 

Eneland. <iverinm Post «December Pur l7 i S24. 


George Schlosser was @ member of “the 
Phitedeiphia Comstatutionar Seece vy, @ radical mroup 
formed in itr Whe 26a acUsens “eradnset merehants 
Ssuspecved of disioyalty Gduring the war.  Amene tne 


leaders in the Society was Dan Roberdeau wno led 
im thewaniliwecdstior of those merchants. who rareed 
VHese prices, as 2 Saad cae apains> Lhe ani bet menery 
Continen@ea ) curcency. -(Robert Levere Eruniiouse, 
The Counter-Revolution in Pennsylvania, 1776-90 














ae eee, iT aL SCE SS ne = a, we 
[Philadelphia: Uy Oty Pa. Press. (O52 lavnn. 10-2): 


24 
James “Cannon, a S@otch professor “ef mavne=— 
matics in whe college at Pailadelphia, was’ ome or 
the writers of the Pennsylvania State 1S Eee 
with Benjamin Prank y and tne Quawer Vimotiives atiock. 
Cannon is “accredited with beine the most “influ ates a 
Lm 2he Writings oO he Comes tueion,.  <che Prennsyivans 2 
Constitution, the most radical among the new State 
CONnStitut@ons, was. received witha Storm Or protean, 
a 
in 


Gi 


aoe 


Cannon was. publicly pour ae, one os the 

republicans" bY John Dickinsonvand 66n) am 
A contemporary of seack s, wri oe eight 2. 
blames "the fanatical See iar " James C 
for one. of Uhe most. hated atures “of = new 
CONG TAU LON 5 “the Council Be Censors. (Nevins, 
pp. 150-85): 


a 


eae, | ale 

John Bayard // was a prosperous Philadelphia 
merchant who signed the non-importation agreement 
tn 165, was a me of the Provincial Conpress. an 
1774, and a member of the Sons of Liberty. As 
head of the see¢one vpattalton of Phivadeipnie militia. 
he was oe stepries battlesnor Trenton, Brandywine. 
Germantown and Princeton. Colonel Borfard was a 
member of the board of war of Maryland and speaker of 
the Maryland Assembly Maryland was his native state. 
(National Encyclopedia of of American Biography 1 
[New York. James TaaWhite and Co.,; 1690], pp. 71-72). 
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[The Pennsylvania Gazette, on September 20, 
1775, carried a letter-to-tne-printer signed 
"Clericus”" which gav2 detailed explanation of the 
mottoes and emblems-on: Geach ol1ll.. ahe Latin was 
Parner clMumsilyetransieted but the fieures were 
cleverly Interpreted. Cine Gazettewp. 1, 
September 20, 1775) ]-2 Simce-the interpretations 
in the article greatly resemble those given by 
Stansbury, he may well have used the information 
in the sarptichke Sw writing -tne poem.  Tretarticile 
may have been written by Franklin; he was in 
Paijaderpmie beading eequcet.-Jilke witernisyenitdren 
that summer. “Van Doren, Irankiins pow 527-40) and 
ne nad been tvercely responsi le - for choosing the 
mottoes and Gesigus for the. bilis. (Hooker, 
Pp. 2350-9). 











has been three Weeks in Newport office For- 
om by her Hble Serve A. Maxwell Wedny 10 


a) 4 > 4 , e . © 
11Ver ALS: American Philosophical Society 


London 31st May 1775 
Mr. Wm Lee forwarded my letter to you advis- A 
L100 from the Constitutional Society into the 
kers Messrs. Brown Collinson & Co. towards y 
ss'd Inhabitants of Boston. 
they voted £100 more for their relief which ts 
ands of the same Gentlemen on your Account 
= your demand and application. J 
from America give information of an unpro- 
detachment from the regular troops at Boston 
ials which as far as we yet know reflects as little 
ish Military as our Politicks do on the gle 







est hopes that America directed by wisdom 
, will act with sufficient firmness to maintai 
no loyal subjects. 
2en with whom I converse still continue fixed 
the right of taxing America not represented in 


ALS and supplied from the copy. Adam Maxwell, a frien 
ttish-born schoolmaster 1n Newport, who soon afterward 
incovering the treachery of Dr. Benjamin Church. See SQ 
et al., eds., The Papers of General Nathanael Greene (2 vols 
'y76—-), p. 14 n. 
‘man and M.P.; see Lee to BF above, April 3. 
er gifts from the Society, and BF's handling of them, see 
We have found no record in BF’s accounts of this third 
early June, made a greater stir: the Society voted that —— 
»e sent to BF for the relatives of “our BELOVED American 

FAITHFUL to the Character of Englishmen, preferring 
. for chat Reason only, inhumanly murdered by the King’s 

agton and Concord.” Public Advertiser, June 9, 1775. The 
presented £100 from the Society to the Mass. General 
tes (Mass. Arch.), Oct. 25, 1775. 
been published in London two days before; see the head- 
-incial congress to BF above, April 26. 


MAY, JUNE, OR EARLY JULY, 1775 


Parliament. | am with much respect and great Esteem Dear Sir 
Your very Obedient Humble Servant RICHD OLIVER 


Addressed: Yo | Dr Benjamn Franklyn / Philadelphia 
Endorsed: Aldn Oliver 


Proposed Resolutions of Thanks 


Ap: American Philosophical Society 


The first Continental Congress had sent to London, along with its peti- 
tion to the King and address to the British people, a resolution of thanks 
to all those in Britain who had attempted to defend the American cause.’ 
The second Congress sent the Olive Branch Petition and another ad- 
dress, but no resolution of thanks to any of its British friends except the 
City of London.* At some point Franklin decided that such thanks were 
in order, and drafted the three resolves that follow. If he ever introduced 
them, no record seems to have survived; and there is neither internal nor 
external evidence of when he wrote them. In our opinion the most 
plausible bracket of time ts between May, when his English friends and 
what they had tried to do were still fresh in memory, and July 8, when 
the Olive Branch Petition and address were adopted; and our practice Is 
to assign a document to its earliest likely date. 


Resolved {May, June, or early July, 1775] 
. That the Thanks of this Congress, of all America, and in our 
Opinion, of Britain likewise, are due to the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Chatham, for his benevolent Endeavours to accommo- 
date the present unhappy Differences, and particularly for the wise 
and excellent Plan he offer’d in the House of Lords for that pur- 
pose, which was rejected by their Lordships without Considera- 
tion, and which if it had been received and attended to, might 
have been the Basis of a Reconciliation and lasting Agreement.’ 
Resolved, 

That the Thanks of the Congress be presented likewise to Ed- 
mund Burke Esqr. and to David Hartley, Esq. for their generous 


7. Above, XXI, 337- 

8. See the note on the petition below, July 8, 1775, and iCG, My isc 7 a. 

9. Chatham's first endeavor was his motion in January to withdraw the troops 
from Boston, and his second was the plan introduced on Feb. 1: above, XXI, 


454, 459-61, 463-4, 570-83. 
33 





MAY, JUNE, OR EARLY JULY, 1775 


Endeavours in the same common Service to the whole British 
Empire. ! 
Resolved, 

That the Thanks of this Congress be also presented to the Right 
Reverend the Bishop of St. Asaph, for his most excellent Sermon 
and Speech on American Affairs.? And to all the noble Lords and 
Commoners in both Houses of Parliament who have been pleased 
to espouse the Cause of our much injured and oppressed Country. 


Endorsed: Resolutions of Thanks’? 


To [ Joseph Priestley?] Unfinished draft: Library of Congress 
During his voyage to Philadelphia Franklin made the observations on 
the sea that appear above under April 10. On May 16 he promised in a 
Jetter to Priestley to communicate to him “a valuable philosophical dis- 
covery” that he had made on the voyage; years later William Temple 
Franklin conjectured, in a note on that letter, that the discovery was 
related to variations in the temperature of sea water. This draft justifies 
a further conjecture, that Franklin started to redeem his promise but 
broke off after a short introduction; and outside evidence suggests that 
what he was about to explain was how to recognize the presence of the 
Gulf Stream. Part of the evidence is in his April observations: at two 
periods on the crossing, close together, considerable seaweed appeared, 
phosphorescence vanished, and the temperature of the water rose. The 
rest of the evidence is what followed this fragment when he embodied it 
in his “Maritime Observations,” completed in 1785: he described the 


1. Burke’s speech and motions on conciliation, March 22 (see BF to Burke 
above, May 15), and Hartley’s on March 27 (above, XXI, 511). 

2. The sermon in 1773 and the intended speech on the Mass. Government 
Bill the following year: above, XX, 140 n; XXI, 321-2. 

3. On the verso of one sheet BF wrote “Portugal,” and on the other an arith- 
metical jotting and beside it a column of figures relating to the emission of bills 
of credit. He was on a committee to supervise the printing of $2,000,000 in 
such bills in specified amounts and denominations (JCC, 11, 103, 105—G), and 
was apparently satisfying himself that the totals accorded with the limits set. 
Although this is the only contemporary evidence we have that he was involved 
in the issue of paper money, he later said that during his Congressional term he 
had taken a more active part: he had made a number of proposals, which he 
thought would have been effectual but which were rejected, for preventing 
depreciation of the currency. These he listed in a letter to Samuel Cooper, April 
22, 1779, Smyth, Writings, V1, 293. 
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MAY, 1775 


same three changes in the sea as indications of the Gulf Stream." By the 
time he disembarked from the Pennsylvania Packet, it seems reasonable 
to conclude, he had a method for identifying the great current, and soon 
afterward he set out to impart his discovery to Priestley. Then he 
stopped. Perhaps he was unwilling co commit himself without further 
tests, which he made years later; perhaps he was distracted by the press 
of business. In any case a decade passed before he resumed his inquiry 
into the Gulf Stream. 


Sir Philada. May 1775. 

About 5 or 6 Years since, there was an Application made by the 
Board of Customs at Boston, to the Lords of the Treasury, com- 
plaining that the Packets between Falmouth and New York were 
generally a Fortnight longer in their Passages, than Merchant 
Ships from London to Rhodeisland, and proposing that for the 
future they should be ordered to Rhodeisland instead of New 
York. 

Being then concern’d in the Management of the American Post- 
Office, I happened to be consulted on the Occasion: And it ap- 
pearing strange to me, that there should be such a Difference 
between two Places scarce a Days Run asunder, especially when 
the Merchant Ships are generally deeper laden and more weakly 
mann’d than the Packets, and had from London the whole Length 
of the River and Channel farther to run before they left the Land 
of England, I could not but think the Fact misunderstood or 
misrepresented.” 


From Nathaniel Seidel® 


Two copies:’ Moravian Archives, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 


Dear and honourd Sir + May 1775- 
Your safe return from England into this Province, at so very 


4. Smyth, Writings, 1X, 394-7. For the “Maritime Observations” see the 
note on BF’s speculation above, April 5. 

5. See above, XV, 246-8. 

6. Seidel (1718-82), born in Silesia of a Bohemian Protestant family, emt- 
grated to America as a young man to work as a Moravian missionary. He was 
consecrated bishop in 1758, and four years later succeeded Bishop Spangenberg 
as head of the provincial board of the church in America. Edmund De Schwein- 
itz, “Some of the Fathers of the American Moravian Church,” Moravian Hist. 
Soc. Trans., 11 (1877-86), 219-27. 

7. By the same copyist, and of two distinct drafts. One, undated and with 


Be) 


BS ay ye : V4 22— 


Resolutions on Trade Submitted to Congress 


AD: National Archives; draft:° American Philosophical Society 


News of the second Restraining Act infuriated and alarmed Congress. 
Cn Jilly: 225 17-75,.2t appointed a committee, of which Franklin was a 
member, to formulate a program for protecting the colonies’ trade.’ 
Three days Jater, on Franklin’s motion, the nonexportation agreement 
was modified to permit paying in produce for imported war material;® 
but this concession solved only one of the problems that the agreement 
posed. The committee addressed the others in two closely similar sets of 
resolutions, reported on the 21st by Franklin and Richard Henry Lee. 
Both proposed opening American commerce to the world outside the 
empire.” 

Franklin had long disapproved, both in practice and principle, of 
Parliamentary constraints on American trade;' he was ready for a clean 
sweep. The content of his proposals showed his daring, and the method 
of implementing them showed his moderation. The ports would not be 
opened if the Restraining Act was repealed at any time before July 20, 
1776; once opened on that date they would remain so, come what 
might, for two years at the least. Just as Franklin had acquiesced in the 
Olive Branch Petition to explore the last hope of compromise,’ so he 
now offered the British government a year in which to reconsider its 
course. His fellow delegates, however, were not yet ready to commit 
themselves, even conditionally and in the future, to a declaration of 
commercial independence. They had lived so long within the closed 
system of the Navigation Acts that few could envisage dispensing with 
it. The resolutions were shelved, and the idea that underlay them was 
not adopted until almost nine months later.’ 


6. On the verso of the draft BF made unrelated jottings. First are several 
columns of figures, apparently British currency. Second are the sketch and Latin 
mottoes reproduced below, for reasons explained there, in the editorial note on 
BF’s design for currency, Feb. 21. Third are notes, apparently written in pencil 
and for the most part overwritten in ink: “Ready to receive Irish Woollens 
whenever they shall ascertain Methods of sending them, free of all Imposition. / 
Resolve Not to treat separately. / Resolve concerning the Power of Parliament 
to alter Constitutions. Lord Chatham’s Resolution. / Difference has been 
whether we shall give our Money, or have it taken from us by Force, contrary to 
our Rights.” 

Pee GCs eile ates. bone 

8. See the draft resolution above, July 14. 

9. JCC, 1, 200-1. 

1. See above, XXI, 175—7- 

. See the editorial note on the petition above, July 8. 
3. The proposal was debated in October, December, January, and February, 


No 


126 


Manan tarts 8 


7 ome 


ON OR BEFORE JULY 21, 1775 


At some time during those months Franklin’s resolutions were appar- 
ently reintroduced. Someone brought them up to date by adding to the 
AD, in an unidentifiable hand, an introductory clause about the abun- 
dance of grain after the harvest of 1775, and by making other minor 
changes. These have understandably confused modern editors about 
both the wording and the date of what Franklin submitced.* His draft, 
which except for a few phrases noted below ts identical with our text, 
permits us to delete silently the words added later, and to supply in 
brackets those later effaced. 


[On oc betore July 210 17 75i 

Resolved, That from and after the 20th of July [1776 being one 
full Year after} the Day appointed by a late Act of the Parliament 
of Great Britain for restraining the Trade of the Confederate Colo- 
nies,> all the Custom-Houses therein (if the said Act be not first 
repealed) shall be shut up, and all the Officers of the same dis- 
charged from the Execution of their several Functions; and all the 
Ports of the said Colonies are hereby declared to be thenceforth 
open to the Ships of every State in Europe that will admit our 
Commerce and protect it; who may [bring in] and expose to Sale 
free of all Duties their respective Produce and Manufactures, and 
every kind of Merchandise, excepting Teas, and the Merthandize 
of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British West India Islands.° 

Resolved, That we will to the utmost of our Power maintain 
and support this Freedom of Commerce for two’ Years certain after. 
its Commencement, any Reconciliation between us and Britain 
notwithstanding;® and as much longer beyond that Term, as the 


£775—76; but it was not finally adopted until April 6, 1776, and then with the 
proviso that colonies might levy their own import duties. JCC, 11, 457, 
477-80; IV, 59, 62, 159, 258-9. 

4. Worthington Ford printed the text in the JCC, already cited, under July 
21 as if the alterations were then a part of it; they appear in comparing that text 
with ours. Burnett and Smith assigned the draft, which we are convinced 
preceded the final version, to 1776 when the resolutions were reintroduced in 
their altered form: Burnett, Letters, 1, 364; Smith, Letters, 11, 305. 

5. The second Restraining Act, 15 Geo. III, c. 18, incorporated and ex- 
panded the first. 

6. The comma after “Teas” obscures the meaning, which is that they and 
British merchandise are excluded. This paragraph would have closed, along 
with the customs houses, the loophole in the nonexportation agreement 
whereby rice could be cleared for Britain to be re-exported from there. 

7. BF first wrote “one,” then “three,” before settling for two. 

8. The draft omits this prepositional clause. 
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AFTER FEBRUARY 21, 1776 


volumes that we know were in Franklin's library; this fact suggests that 
he had a hand in the adaptation. On February 17 and 21, 1776, Con- 
gress authorized another four million, and included for the first time 
bills for four fractions of a dollar, ranging from one-sixth to two-thirds, 
These fractional bills were to have a new design,? which has particular 
numismatic significance because it became, with slight modification, 
that of the first coin issued by the United States, the so-called Fugio 
Cent of 1787. Franklin has been widely credited with being the original 
designer.’ The drawings reproduced here persuade us that he was respon- 
sible at least for the back of the bill. 

The first drawing indicates rays emanating from the central circle, as 
they did on the bill; the second drawing contains the same legend as that 
on the bill. The remaining question is whether those two designs were 
Franklin’s or merely found their way into his papers. Here the sketch on 
the back of his draft resolutions on trade assumes importance.‘ It was his 


beyond any doubt, and the Latin legend appears to be in the same hand — oo 


as the English legend on the second drawing; if so both were his. When 
these bits of evidence are put together, the conclusion is hard to escape 
that Franklin was the designer. 


From William Goforth? ALS: American Philosophical Society 


Sir Three Rivers 22d.{-23] Feb. 1776. 
I have been informd that it is a Custom in the polite world 
when about to address a Stranger to Apoligize for so doing. But 


2. JCC, il, 103, 105—G; I, 390, 398; IV, 157, 164-5. The new design was 
ordered on Feb. 21. 

3. See in particular Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, 
(Racine, Wis., 1967), pp. 32-3. 

4. The sketch was one of a number of jottings unrelated to the draft itself; 
see the note on the resolutions above, under July 21. 

5. Goforth (1731-1807) had been a New York artisan and radical leader. 
Bernard Mason, The Road to Independence: the Revolutionary Movement in New York, 


1773-77 (Lexington, Ky., 1966), pp. 39 n, 72n; Carl Becker, The History of — 


Political Parties in the Province of New York, 1760-1776 (reprint with foreword 


by A.M. Schlesinger; Madison, Wis., 1968), pp. 132, 168; Sraughton Lynd, | S dl 


“The Mechanics in New York Politics, 1774-1788,” Labor History, v (1964), 
239. Four companies of Goforth’s regiment had been dispatched to Ticonderoga 
the previous summer: Justin H. Smith, Our Struggle for the. Fourteenth Colony: 
Canada and the American Revolution (2 vols., New York and London, 1907), I, 
256. He himself explains his position at Trois Riviéres, where he remained 
until April; and he was in the battle there the following June. The next month 


he resigned from the army, after being promoted to major in another regiment - 
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Franklin’s Design of Continental Paper Currency 


lop, two drawings on a loose sheet among Franklin’s papers; bottom, left 
and right, sketch and motto on the verso of his resolutions on trade (see 
above, p. 126 n), and the back of one of the fractional Continental bills. 
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AFTER FEBRUARY 21, 1776 


volumes that we know were in Franklin’s library; this fact suggests that 
he had a hand in the adaptation. On February 17 and 21, 1776, Con- 
gress authorized another four million, and included for the first time 
ills racy a dollar, ranging from_one=ss -thirds. 
ese fractional bills were to have a new design,’ which has particular 
numismatic significance because it became, with slight modification, 
that of the first coin issued by the United States, the so-called Fugiq 
Cent of 1787. Franklin has been widely credited with being the original 
designer. > The drawings reproduced here persuade us that he was respon- 
sible at least for the back of the bill. 

The first drawing indicates rays emanating from the central circle, as 
they did on the bill; the second drawing contains the same legend as that 
on the bill. The remaining question is whether those two designs were 
Franklin’s or merely found their way into his papers. Here the sketch on 
the back of his draft resolutions on trade assumes importance. It was his 
beyond any doubt, and the Latin legend appears to be in the same hand 

as the English legend on the second drawing; if'so both were his. When 
Bee bits of evidence are put together, the conclusion is hard to escape 
that Franklin was the designer. 











From William Goforth® 


Sir Three Rivers 22d.{-23} Feb. 1776. 
I have been informd that it is a Custom in the polite world 
when about to address a Stranger to Apoligize for so doing. But 


ALS: American Philosophical Society 


2. JCC, i, 103, 105-6; 11, 390, 398; IV, 157, 164-5. The new design was 
ordered on Feb. 21. 

— 3. See in particular Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, 
(Racine, Wis., 1967), pp. 32-3. 

4. The sketch was one of a number of jottings unrelated to the draft itself; 
see the note on the resolutions above, under July 21.—-- fi: 4G, HG, 

5. Goforth (1731-1807) had been a New York artisan and radical leader. 
Bernard Mason, The Road to Independence: the Revolutionary Movement in New York, 
1773-77 (Lexington, Ky., 1966), pp. 39 n, 72n; Carl Becker, The History of 
Political Parties in the Province of New York, 1760~1776 (reprint with foreword 
by A.M. Schlesinger; Madison, Wis., 1968), pp. 132, 168; Staughton Lynd, 
“The Mechanics in New York Politics, 1774—1788," Labor History, v (1964), 
239. Four companies of Goforth’s regiment had been dispatched to Ticonderoga 
the previous summer: Justin H. Smith, Our Strugele for the Fourteenth Colony: 
Canada and the American Revolution (2 vols., New York and London, 1907), 1, 
256. He himself explains his position at Trois Rivieres, where he remained 
until April; and he was in the battle there the following June. The next month 
he resigned from the army, after being promoted to major in another regiment 
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Franklin’s Design of Continental Paper Currency 


Top, two drawings on a loose sheet among Franklin's papers; bottom, left 
and right, sketch and motto on the verso of his resolutions on trade (see 


above, p. 126 n), and the back of one of the fractional Continental bills. 
ge con eT 
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AFTER FEBRUARY 21, 1776 


volumes that we know were tn Franklin's library; this fact suggests that 
he had a hand in the adaptation. On February 17 and 21, 1776, Con- 
gress authorized another four million, and included for the firse time 
bills for four fractions of a dollar, ranging from one-sixth co two-thirds. 
These fractional bills were to have a new design,’ which has particular 
numismatic significance because it became, with slight modification, 
that of the first coin issued by the United States, the so-called Fugio 
Cent of 1787. Franklin has been widely credited with being the original 
designer.’ The drawings reproduced here persuade us that he was respon- 
sible at least for the back of the bill. 

The first drawing indicates rays emanating from the central circle, as 
they did on the bill; the second drawing contains the same legend as that 
on the bill. The remaining question is whether those two designs were 
Franklin's or merely found their way into his papers. Here the sketch on 
the back of his draft resolutions on trade assumes importance." It was his 
beyond any doubt, and the Latin legend appears to be in the same hand 
as the English legend on the second drawing; if so both were his. When 
these bits of evidence are put together, the conclusion is hard to escape | 4 
that Franklin was the designer. ig 
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From William Goforth? ALS: American Philosophical Society 


Sir Three Rivers 22d.{-23] Feb. 1776. 
I have been informd that it is a Custom in the polite world 
when about to address a Stranger to Apoligize for so doing. But 
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2. JCC, i, 103, 105-6; HII, 390, 398; IV, 157, 164-5. The new design was 
ordered on Feb. 21. 
3. See in particular Eric P. Newman, The Early Paper Money of America, 


i 
(Racine, Wis., 1967), pp. 32-3. | 
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4. The sketch was one of a number of jottings unrelated to the draft itself; 
sce the note on the resolutions above, under July 21. 
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5. Goforth (1731-1807) had been a New York artisan and radical leader. ZC : 
Bernard Mason, The Road to Independence: the Revolutionary Movement in New York, | foe ay Ln te Pee fea es SI a : § : 
1773-77 (Lexington, Ky., 1966), pp. 39 n, 72n; Carl Becker, The History of & o ae AN o i §: ¢2 > {9 
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Political Parties in the Province of New York, 1760-1776 (reprint with foreword Bott . eh - &) eS ae 1 
by A.M. Schlesinger; Madison, Wis., 1968), pp. 132, 168; Staughton Lynd, | Sel a i ee. Printed by War oe 
“The Mechanics in New York Politics, 1774-1788," Labor History, Vv (1964), Seen conn Pi 
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239. Four companies of Goforth’s regiment had been dispatched to Ticonderoga ; 
the previous summer: Justin H. Smith, Our Struggle for the Fourteenth Colony: 
Canada and the American Revolution (2 vols., New York and London, 1907), 1, 
256. He himself explains his position at Trois Rivitres, where he remained 
until April; and he was in the battle there the following June. The next month 
he resigned from the army, after being promoted to major in another regiment i 
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and right, sketch and motto on the verso of his resolutions on trade (see 
358 above, p. 126 n), and the back of one of the fractional Continental bills. 
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condition of history in the middle colonies is more desperate than is actually the 
case. 

Still, Zuckerman encourages his readers to luxuriate in this “tangle of 
confirmations and contraditions” (p. 17); it is part of the challenge of redis- 
covery. But it can be hoped that readers with the requisite power and authority 
also will respond by encouraging more new books, additional articles, and, 
especially, better guides to source materials and microfilm and letterpress 
editions of the many neglected and hard to use middle colony records so the 
scholarship of this region need no longer lag behind that of New England and 
the southern colonies. Certainly, we should be embarrassed to respond in any 
other fashion to this fresh collection of fresh essays by fresh, intelligent, young 
historians. 


University of Illinoss 
Chicago Jon BUTLER 


The Papers of Benjamin Franklin. Volume 22, March 23, 1775, through 
October 27, 1776. Edited by WILLIAM B. WILLCOX ET AL. (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1982. liii, 726p. Illustrations, chronol- 
ogy, bibliographical notes, index. $45.00.) 


Volume 22 of The Papers of Benjamin Franklin covers that extraordinarily 
busy interval that Franklin, aged 69 and 70, spent in America, following a 
decade in England and preceding a decade in France. During his sixteen 
American months, Franklin was elected to the Continental Congress (where he 
was appointed to several of its most important committees, including the 
committee on secret correspondence), served as Postmaster General, conferred 
with George Washington at the army’s headquarters in Cambridge, was 
elected to the Pennsylvania Assembly, journeyed to Canada at the behest of the 
Continental Congress, served as President of the Pennsylvania Convention, 
negotiated with Lord Howe on the possible terms for peace, and was elected a 
commissioner to France. Among its numerous contributions to Franklin 
scholarship, this volume proves that Franklin was a consistent and early ad- 
vocate for independence, frequently urging this radical course in public and 
private throughout 1775. He wrote to Silas Dean on August 27, 1775: “When 
we are no longer fascinated with the Idea of a speedy Reconciliation, we shall 
exert ourselves to some purpose. ‘Till then Things will be done by Halves.” 

Despite a whirlwind of official activities involving him in hundreds of 
committee meetings and committee reports, Franklin nevertheless found time 
to demonstrate his splendid literary artistry. His best compositions of the 
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period are the letter of July 5, 1775 (never sent), to his old friend William 
Strahan, concluding “You are now my enemy, and I am, Yours, B. Franklin”; 
his burlesque song “The King’s Own Regulars,” published November 27, 
1775, which, as Charles Carroll of Carrollton said, “abounds with good wit”; 
the mock epitaph on John Bradshaw, a regicide responsible for the execution of 
Charles I, which concludes with the sentiment Thomas Jefferson adopted as his 
life-motto, “REBELLION TO TYRANTS IS OBEDIENCE TO GOD”; 
and the letter to Lord Howe of July 20, 1776, which calls the British Empire 
“that fine and noble China Vase.” All these, except the song, are frequently 
reprinted in selections from Franklin’s writings. Although the song has ap- 
peared in such standard anthologies as Frank Moore’s Diary of the American 
Revolution (1860) and Edward A. Dolph’s “Sound Off?” (1942), it has not 
hitherto been attributed (except by specialists) to Franklin. I wish the editors 
had printed the excellent introduction to the song which appeared in the 
Pennsylvania Evening Post for March 30, 1776, for it too, I believe, was by 
Franklin. Although the editors puzzle over “what tune he had in mind” for 
“The King’s Own Regulars,” the varying length of the lines makes it apparent 
that the song could not have been sung to a set tune; and the Post text explains 
that the tune named “‘is a kind of recitativo, like the chaunting of the prose 
psalms in cathedrals.” 

I also believe that Franklin wrote two fine essays on early American symbols 
which, chronologically, belong in this volume. Since no modern scholars 
have, to my knowledge, attributed these essays to Franklin, I do not fault the 
editors for not including them. The first, a fascinating essay on “the Devsces on 
the Continental Bills of Credit. . .with my Conjectures of their Meaning” by 
“CLERICUS,” appeared as the lead article in the Pennsylvania Gazette for 
September 20, 1775. As the pseudonym “CLERICUS” implies, the tone is 
formal, learned, and explanatory. The subject had long interested Franklin 
who, more than twenty-seven years earlier, had designed at least twenty 
“Devices and Mottoes” for the flags of the Associator Companies. Contem- 
poraries such as William Browne (Harvard, 1755) attributed the devices and 
mottos on the Continental currency to Franklin; and, although it is known that 
Francis Hopkinson designed some of the currency, it seems likely that he had 
Franklin’s advice and help. At any rate, the essay by “CLERICUS” is ona 
subject of great interest to Franklin and possesses his characteristic opinions. It 
enjoyed considerable contemporary fame. Francis Hopkinson wrote a follow- 
up essay “On the Use and Abuse of Mottos,” Pennsylvania Magazine, Sup- 
plement for 1775, which he reprinted in his Miscellaneous Essays; and Joseph 
Stansbury, the Philadelphia Loyalist poet, devoted a sixty-eight-line poem to 
the “CLERICUS” essay, which, he noted, was “supposed to be written by the 
celebrated Dr. Franklin.” 
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The other piece on American symbolism is more fun. A long, tongue-in- 
cheek analysis of the rattlesnake as an emblem of America by “AN AMER- 
ICAN GUESSER” appeared as the lead essay in the Pennsylvania Journal for 
December 27, 1775. The rattlesnake as an American patriotic emblem was, of 
course, one of Franklin’s numerous original inconographic creations, and the 
splendid piece in the Journal contains that inimitable naivete of tone that John 
Adams so admired in Franklin’s writings, as well as the extraordinary fertility 
of imagination and distinctiveness of opinion that characterize Franklin. 

Although it is not surprising that the editors ignored these two essays, I did 
expect them to print his “Method of making salt-petre at Hanover, 1766 er for 
Edwin Wolf, 2nd, suggested in his Annual Report of the Library Company of 
Philadelphia for 1965 that it was by Franklin. This brief piece appeared in a 
pamphlet published by the Continental Congress (Franklin served on its 
committee to encourage the domestic production of saltpeter, an essential in- 
gredient of gunpowder), entitled Several Methods of Making Salt-Petre 
(Philadelphia: Bradfords, 1775), pp. 7-8. Although the short description of 
the Hanover manufactory is anonymous, Benjamin Rush, on p. 9 of the same 
pamphlet, says that Franklin has described for him the extremely simple 
method by which saltpeter was made in Hanover. But there is better evidence 
than Rush’s implied attribution, for the piece first appeared in the Massachusetts 
Spy for August 2, 1775. In the prefatory letter, Joseph Palmer (a Massa- 
chusetts manufacturer and correspondent of Robert Treat Paine, who was on 
the saltpeter committee with Franklin) said that “the following method of 
making it, as practiced in Hanover. . .is related, in substance, by Dr. 
Franklin.” And when Thomas Paine reprinted the piece in his Pennsylvania 
Magazine for August, 1775, p. 360, he too said it was “related by Dr. 
Franklin.” 

With their usual expertise and intelligence, the editors have written dozens 
of excellent brief headnotes and splendidly annotated innumerable references 
throughout the volume, but such is the perversity of reviewers (and of human 
nature) that I nevertheless fault them on two counts. First, they evade the most 
interesting single question that a student expects them to answer in this volume: 
What changes did Franklin make in Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of 
Independence? Although the editors say at one point that “His contributions to 
Jefferson’s draft are discussed in the headnote on the latter’s note to him” (p. 
474n), that headnote only says that both Adams and Franklin “made small 
changes in phrasing.” They do not say what these “small changes” were, anda 
footnote tells the reader that “Authorities differ on the question” (p. 486n). 
Since the question of Franklin’s contributions turns upon the identification of 
Franklin’s handwriting in Jefferson’s rough draft of the Declaration and since 
the editors are great authorities on his handwriting, they are the logical people 
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-. to give us their opinion. Besides, I do not consider Franklin’s insertion of the 


words “abolishing cur most valuable Laws” merely a small change in phras- 
ing. There is no comparable clause in Jefferson’s original, and this addition 
was kept throughout the later revisions by Jefferson and by Congress. But 
perhaps the editors do not accept James Munves’s argument in Thomas cath 
ee Independence (1978), p. 74, that Franklin made this 
Finally, the editors are, as usual, weak on Franklin’s devices and emblems 
In this volume, there are two signal instances of Franklin’s penchant for By 
signing appropriate visual images: his work on the Continental paper currency 
and on the Great Seal of the United States. All persons interested in the subject 
will be delighted with the editors’ discovery of three drawings ee 
papers, two of which are sources for the designs on the one-sixth, one-third 
one-half, and two-thirds of a dollar, Continental paper Rucretey in 1776. 
But, alas, their treatment of these drawings is skimpy. No one can he expert if 
all fields, but why could not the editors consult some specialist like Dr. Frank 
H. Sommer of the Winterthur Museum on the visual materials? Indeed, one 
feature that The Papers of Benjamin Franklin has needed from its eepadn has 
been a series of advisory specialists such as A. Owen Aldridge on literature, I 
Bernard Cohen on science (he was added to the “Editorial Advisory Cor 
mittee” beginning with volume 15), Frank H. Sommer on iconography, and 
Edwin Wolf, 2nd, on Franklin’s books. Readers would like to noe how 
original was Franklin’s design of that interlocked series of thirteen circles 
symbolizing the union of the colonies, and they would be interested to learn 
that it was wonderfully successful, appearing in numerous later places, in- 
cluding the flag of the Second New Hampshire Regiment of 1777 and Josial 
Wedgewood’s china. And what about that third drawing? Was it, as it appears 
to be, the original sketch for the design and mottos on the $20 Continental 
currency of 1775? How could it be, if it were not drawn until after Februa 
2 1, 1776. . .Such questions, unfortunately, are passed over in silence The 
editors are consistently excellent on Franklin’s politics and its ee ey con- 
texts but consistently uninformative on some areas of Franklin’s universal 
genius, including iconography. 


University of Delaware J. A. LEo LeMay 








f n early America, numismatic iconography on coins and paper 
money did not stand alone, isolated from other creations of 
the time; instead, patriotic numismatic designs often played 
roles which both influenced and were influenced by a wide 
variety of decorative and practical objects. Rather than being 
spontaneous artistic conceptions, numismatic designs showed 
themselves to be a deliberate result of the demands of the time 
and the artistic trends and traditions available to satisfy them. 


One of the first designs to exemplify 
the young nation’s independent char- 
acter and optimistic aspirations was 
thirteen linked rings, one for each 
original colony, arranged in a circular 
pattern. This emblem has been found 
used in a variety of media and applica- 
tions from eighteenth-century America. 
In some cases the names of the indi- 
vidual colonies or states were inscribed 
on the links in geographical order run- 
ning clockwise from north to south. 
When necessary, the names were ab- 
breviated to fit them onto the inter- 
linked rings. 

An explicit ‘“American” identity was 
rendered through the symbolic content 
of this motif. Each linked circle contrib- 
uted to the whole circle, and the 
geometrical and symmetrical whole was 
completed only through the participa- 
tion of the component links. The circle, 
being without end, had from ancient 
days been a symbol of eternity, con- 
tinuity, and wholeness. The thirteen 
colonies’ desire for independence from 
Great Britain and their need for mutual 
cooperation both to achieve this and to 
exist as a new nation, were charac- 
terized by the motif of linked rings. 

A similar motif was used in Greco- 
Roman commemorative reliefs circa 150 
B.C. to 200 A.D. In these the geographi- 
cal names of Asia Minor cities attending 
Grecian games were enclosed in rings, 
linked together or in parallel! rows.’ In 
addition, a pattern of continuous rings 
was the basis of a Roman mosaic pave- 
ment found in Pompeii.’ In the iconog- 
raphy of Christian art, three interlinked 
circles symbolized the co-eternal nature 
of the Trinity. Linked rings are found on 
Manuscript paintings of Celtic-Anglo 
Saxon origin; adjoining rings were also 
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used by English neoclassical architect 
Robert Adam in the ceiling of the music 
room of Harewood House, Yorkshire 
(completed between 1759 and 1771).° 
The pattern probably occurred sporadi- 
cally in every style. 

As a specifically American symbol, 
numismatic and otherwise, the device 
of linked rings was short-lived, lasting 
only about forty years, not long com- 
pared to the enduring symbols of the 
eagle and Liberty. Nonetheless, the 
rings of linked colonies were a striking 
representation of early America’s op- 
timistic new national identitv. What was 
only a dream when introduced as an 
American symbol in the third quarter of 
the 1700’s had become a reality by its 
decline in use around 1815. This survey 
will illustrate the widespread use of the 
rings in a variety of applications and will 
also add historical information as space 
permits. 


NEWBURYPORT, MASSACHUSETTS, 
COMPANY COLORS—1775 

Incomplete references exist to a flag 
dated 1775 by vexillologist (student of 
flags) James Hodgson in his bibliog- 
raphy on American flags, seals, and in- 
signia.* It is called the Newburyport flag 
because it was claimed, when exhibited 
in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, in 
1876 for the Centennial, that it was car- 
ried by a Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
company during the Revolutionary War. 
In The Origin of the Flag by Edward F. 
Jones, 1896, p. 11, it was described thus: 
“The flag has a white canton, on which 
is painted a green pine tree in a blue 
field, surrounded by a chain circle of 
thirteen links, each link grasped by a 
mailed hand coming out of a cloud.” 
{Italics added.]} 
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Fig. 1. Continental Currency fractional note of February 17, 1776. 13 rings. (Height 80mm, 
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Width 60mm) The rings motif on the reverse provides a design model for numerous early 


American objects. 
THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA, BY ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Additional information about the flag 
is lacking, and even its present location 
is a mystery. During the 1976 Bicenten- 
nial celebrations, the Newburyport 
Marine Militia’s marching unit carried a 
reproduction of the flag. Newburyport 
did have two companies in the Battle of 
Bunker Hill on June 17, 1775; however, 
the records do not indicate if the origi- 
nal flag was carried there or not. 


CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 
FRACTIONAL ISSUES OF 
FEBRUARY 17, 1776 

The Continental Currency fractional 
issues authorized by Resolution of the 
Continental Congress on February 17, 
1776, are the first fully documented 
American use of the linked rings motif 
to symbolize early national unity (Fig. 1). 
The reverse on the rag paper notes of 
$1/6, $1/3, $1/2, and $2/3 is dominated by 
a circle composed of thirteen linked 
rings with each identified as a colony 
and arranged geographically from north 
to south in a clockwise direction with 


New Hampshire at the 12:00 position. 
With minor variations this arrangement 
was to be employed elsewhere when- 
ever names of states were added onto 
the rings. Inside the ring motif on the 
notes is the motto WE ARE ONE Sur- 
rounded by AMERICAN CONGRESS with a 
sunburst extending to the rings. 

A central feature on the obverse is a 
sun and sundial with the legends 
FUGIO (Latin, ‘‘! fly’) and MIND YOUR 
BUSINESS, which imply that time flies, so 
attend to your business. This sentiment 
has often been attributed to Benjamin 
Franklin because it is similar to thoughts 
he published in Poor Richard’s Al- 
manac.* Others thought to have been 
possible designers of the notes are 
Francis Hopkinson and David Rit- 
tenhouse.® Actually, the designer’s true 
identity is still a mystery despite the ex- 
tensive research to support one or the 
other, especially Ben Franklin. In 1956 
an E.J. Theisen of East Orange, New 
Jersey, published a circular in which he 
offered a $250 reward for information 
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Fig. 2. Continental Dollar Pattern-1776. 13 rings. (25mm) The design elements 
were derived from the Continental Currency fractional notes. 


on who the designer was of the 1787 
Fugio cent which was composed of de- 
signs and mottoes derived from the 
Continental Currency fractional notes.’ 
Although the offer did trigger several 
research articles, the designer was not 
positively identified and the money was 
never released. 

The issue of $1,000,000 in fractional 
notes was printed by the Philadelphia 
firm of Hall and Sellers, manufacturers 
of all the Continental Currency issues.* 
The low denominations were an effort 
on the part of the Continental Congress 
to ease a scarcity of minor coins. These 
notes marked the first numismatic use 
of the linked rings design in America 
and provided a primary design model 
for a number of eighteenth century ar- 
tifacts to follow. 


THE CONTINENTAL CURRENCY 
PATTERN DOLLARS—1776 

A dollar-sized coin, now considered 
to have been either a pattern or a trial 
piece, the Continental Dollar of 1776 
used the linked rings motif on its re- 
verse (Fig. 2). The design elements are 
very similar to those first used on both 
the obverse and reverse of the fractional 
notes. Although no documented record 
of Congressional authorization to strike 
these pieces has come to light, they do 
bear the inscriptions CONTINENTAL CUR- 
RENCY and AMERICAN CONGRESS. An oOb- 
verse inscription on some pieces, E.G. 
FECIT, has been demonstrated by 
numismatic researcher Eric P. Newman 
to mean ‘made by Elisha Gallaudet,” a 


2376 THE NUMISMATIST 


New York engraver of paper currency.° 

That the pieces were struck in 1776 (in 
silver, brass, and pewter) is confirmed 
by a British officer's published account 
in The London Chronicle of December 
24, 1776, entitled ‘‘Extract from an 
Officer of the 64th Regiment, in York- 
island, to his Friend in Town.’’ He 
wrote, ‘‘The Congress have established 
a Mint at Philadelphia, where they coin 
copper and silver pieces about the size 
of half a crown....’"° The mint men- 
tioned is a mystery since no evidence of 
it has yet been uncovered. The pieces 
were again mentioned in Watson’s 
Chemical Essays, London, February 
1786, where the metal composition of 
pewter and the design elements were 
recorded." 

The Continental Dollars were 
catalogued by Eric P. Newman in 1952, 
whereupon four distinct reverses were 
identified. Three of these, reverses A, B, 
and C, have the Massachusetts link 
counterclockwise from the New 
Hampshire link, a geographical error 
corrected in the other die, reverse D."? 

The interpretation now is that the 
silver specimens were actual patterns, 
that the brass specimens were die-trials, 
and that the pewter specimens were 
possibly distributed to members of the 
Congress to gain their support for anew 
coinage. An absence of the one dollar 
denomination in all Continental Cur- 
rency paper issues lasted from July 22, 
1776, to January 14, 1779; this fact sup- 
ports the notion that the Congress was 
considering the striking of one dollar 


SIRE AIT RAE! OYA POO LS ATT INE MORIA TLE PTTL CE I PERE SITE INT EAE 5 REZ ME TENS GTN STE BS IRIN YG TAINS | SI 





farthings. 








Fig. 3. New Hampshire Second Regimental 
Colors-1777. 13 rings. (Height 5’, Width 5’6”’) 
New Hampshire ring is at the 12:00 position. 
COURTESY NEW HAMPSHIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


coins, an event which did not occur 
until 1794. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE SECOND 
REGIMENTAL COLORS—1777 

One of the flags or colors of the New 
Hampshire Second Regiment bears in 
its center a design almost identical to 
the linked rings motif used on the Con- 
tinental Currency fractional notes (Fig. 
3). It is clearly a copy of the currency’s 
rings, and close comparison of the two 
reveals only minute differences (Fig. 4). 

The flag is made of buff-colored silk 
with the central design painted in gold 


About the Author 


A collecting interest in early American coinage led author 
David P. McBride into a study on the “‘linked rings” motif 
which was an early American numismatic design; it was to 
grow into a fascinating research project which would take 
four years to complete. 

Born in New Castle, Pennsylvania, McBride graduated 
from Georgetown University in Washington, D.C., and is 
currently Director of Alternative Education for the Summit 
County Schools in Frisco, Colorado. He holds membership 
in the ANA, the American Numismatic Society, and the 
British Numismatic Society. Other collecting interests in- 
clude Canadian blacksmith tokens, 18th century British 
tradesmen tokens, and imitation regal halfpence and 
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Fig. 4. New Hampshire Second Regimental 

Colors—center area. This was copied from the 

reverse of a Continental Currency fractional 

note. 
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with black lettering. In the dexter 
corner are eight triangles, alternately 
red and blue, so arranged as to form two 
crosses, one upright, the other 
diagonal. The motto WE ARE ONE appears 
in the center of the rings as on the cur- 
rency; however, AMERICAN CONGRESS is 
omitted. Each ring bears the name of 
one of the thirteen colonies with the 
New Hampshire link at the prominent 
12:00 position, presumably the reason 
this design was chosen for regimental 
colors. 

This particular flag and another from 
the same regiment have the unfortunate 
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distinction of being the only American 
regimental colors captured by the 
British during the Revolutionary War."? 
Three New Hampshire regiments were 
organized by the Provincial Congress of 
New Hampshire in May of 1777. The 
colors were made somewhere between 
that time and their capture near Fort 
Anne, New York, on July 8, 1777, by the 
British Ninth Foot Regiment which had 
been detached by Sir John Burgoyne. 
This occurred only a few days after he 
captured Fort Ticonderoga. 

The Ninth Foot was under a Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Hill, and the captured New 
Hampshire colors were held up as a 
prize after the British victory, according 
to the Historical Record of the Foot. 
Three months later on October 17, 1777, 
the Foot was surrendered with the rest 
of Burgoyne’s army at Saratoga. Officers 
were permitted to keep their personal 
baggage as part of Burgoyne’s terms of 
Surrender, so Lieutenant-Colonel Hill 
hid the colors in his belongings and 
kept them until his subsequent return 
to England. Once there he presented 
them to King George Ill, a gesture for 
which he was made an aide-de-camp 
and promoted to colonel in the Army. 
The colors remained in the possession 
of the Hill family until purchased by 
Edward Tuck, who in 1912 presented 
them to the New Hampshire Historical 
Society, where they are now on perma- 
nent display.'.* The New Hampshire 
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Committee of Safety records show that 
payment for the colors was not au- 
thorized until July 12, 1977, four days 
after they were captured at Fort Anne!"® 


GEORGIA AND VERMONT PAPER 
CURRENCIES—1777 AND 1781 

The various colonies issued paper 
money to help finance their govern- 
ments and to help support the war ef- 
fort. Later, a few of them also struck 
coins before legislation was enacted by 
the Federal government to prohibit the 
states from engaging in these activities. 

The Georgia Assembly issued paper 
currency by Resolutions on June 8, 1777, 
and October 10, 1777, which were “‘for 
the Support of the Continental Troops, 
and other Expenses of Government.” 
The eight dollar denominations of each 
issue utilized a simple linked rings de- 
vice in the lower right corner (Fig. 5). 
Printed in blue, the rings surround “C 
Congress” in script.'® 

Vermont's only Colonial Currency 
issue, authorized py its Assembly in 
February, 1781, also employed the rings 
motif in a seal, but with notable varia- 
tions. Vermont's feeling of indepen- 
dence from the other colonies was il- 
lustrated through the configuration of 
the links. On one variety, instead of a 
closed circle, thirteen rings are joined 
while one remains loose (Fig. 6). 
Another represents the same thought 
by having the loose ring positioned at 
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Fig. 6. Vermont Colonial Currency—issue of February, 1781. 14 rings: 13 joined, 1 loose. 


(Height 87mm, Width 72mm). 
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Fig. 7. John Chalmer’s Shilling—“Rings” 
variety—1783. 13 rings. (13mm) 


6:00 above a string of thirteen linked 
rings which run from 4:00 to 8:00. Sur- 
rounding both types is the legend Ver- 
MONT CALLS FOR JUSTICE with scales also 
used as a device. Vermonters were not 
very fond of the paper currency since 
£24,500 out of the £25,155 issued was 
redeemed by the Vermont treasury by 
1787.'’ The notes were printed by 
Spooner and Green in Westminster, 
Vermont. 


silver at his shop on Cornhill and Fleet 
Streets; these were the first a, vately 
issued silver coins in America. ' 

One of the three shilling types is 
known as the “Rings” variety (Fig. 7). A 
circular chain of twelve linked rings and 
an additional ring interlinked onto the 
lower three is the central design feature 
of the reverse. Also included in the 
symbolism are a staff with a liberty cap, 
thirteen stars, and an eye. The obverse 
has the legends !. CHALMERS, ANNAPOLIS, 
1783 and EQUAL TO ONE SHI. 

A German traveller in this country 
named Dr. John David Schopf reported 
the following: 

In the United States, Annapolis has the 
honor of having furnished the first silver 
money for small change. A goldsmith of 
this place coins on his own account 
through the consent of the government. 
After the depreciation of the paper 
money it became customary and neces- 
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Fig. 5. Georgia Colonial Currency. 13 rings. (Height 75mm, Width 88mm) The rings motif was 


used on the eight dollar denominations in the issues of June 8, 1777, hand October 10, 1777. 
THE EARLY PAPER MONEY OF AMERICA, BY ERIC P. NEWMAN 





2378 THE NUMISMATIST 





sary, throughout America, to cut the 
Spanish dollars in two, four and more 
pieces for change. This dividing became 
soon a profitable business in the hands of 
expert cutters, who knew how to cut five 
quarters, or nine and ten eights, out of a 
round dollar, so that shortly everyone 
refused to take this kind of money other- 


JOHN CHALMER’S 
“RINGS” SHILLING—1783 

The first recorded private concern to 
adopt the device was an Annapolis, 
Maryland, gold and silversmith, John 
Chalmers. In 1783 he issued shillings, 
sixpence, and three-pence pieces in 
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Fig. 8. Revolutionary War Peace Medal-—1783. Betts #614. (25mm) The reverse 
was a copy of a Continental Dollar reverse. 


wise than by weight, or at discretion. To 
get over this embarrassment the said 
goldsmith assists in getting these angular 
pieces out of circulation, by taking them 
in exchange, with a considerable advan- 
tage to himself, for pieces of his own 
coinage."® 

Only a few of the ‘‘Rings” shillings are 

known today. 


REVOLUTIONARY WAR 
PEACE MEDAL—1783 

The year 1783 also marked the 
diplomatic end of the Revolutionary 
War with Great Britain through the 
signing of the Treaty of Paris on Sep- 
tember 3. A medal dated sept. 4, 
MDCCLXXXIIl, Was struck to commemo- 
rate the peace, and for its reverse a 
linked rings Continental Dollar reverse 
(Newman #C) was copied (Fig. 8). This 
is one of the reverses which depicted 
Massachusetts counterclockwise from 
New Hampshire, an error.?° Struck in 
tin, these pieces are cruder than the 
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Continental Dollars, and only a few exist 
today. Historical documentation con- 
cerning the medal is lacking, yet the in- 
tent of the obverse legends and devices 
is explicit enough. FELICITAS: BRITANNIA: 
ET: AMERICA translates ‘Happiness, Brit- 
ain and America.” A seated Britannia 
extends her hand toward an Indian 
Queen (personifying America), while 
between them flies a dove with an olive 
branch; London’s St. Paul’s Cathedral 
and the Monument are in the back- 
ground.”" 


“WASHINGTON THE GREAT’ 
COPPER—THE “UGLY HEAD” 
Another crude piece has been 
nicknamed the ‘‘Ugly Head” (Fig. 9). A 
very rare copper (two known), it por- 
trays General George Washington in an 
unflattering manner on the obverse. 
The crude rendering left only 84 of the 
date in the central space on the reverse 
inside thirteen linked rings, some of 
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Fig. 9. Washington the Great D.G.-The 
“Ugly Head.” Baker #8. 13 rings. (16.5mm) 


which have the states’ initials inside. 
Speculation on the Ugly Head’s origin 
has ranged from Great Britain (struck for 
anti-American satirical purposes) to 
America (indicative of crude work- 
manship of the time). One of the two 
known examples resides in the 
Massachusetts Historical Society and 
has been counterstamped with the 
British Navy Arrow and Cross; the other 
is in the Smithsonian Institution.2? A 
third example (this one cast in white 
metal) is in the famous Johns Hopkins 
University/John W. Garrett Collection 
and will be auctioned this month with 
the remainder of the collection by a 
major American auction house. 


UNITED STATES 
INDIAN PEACE MEDAL 

Yet another crude piece of the period 
is a large (74mm) Indian Peace Medal 
struck in copper which now resides in 


a 





the collection of the American Numis- 
matic Society (Fig. 10). Indian Peace 
Medals, sometimes given to chiefs by 
representatives of Kings George II and 
Ill and by early presidents of the United 
States, were tokens of friendship and 
good will, often used to honor a chief 
after the signing of a treaty. Many chiefs 
valued them as symbols of rank and 
importance. 

On one side of this medal, the links 
appear chain-like for the first time, a 
departure from the rounded link. The 
significance of this alteration will be ap- 
parent later in the first United States 
large cent. The medal’s links surround 
the Arms of the United States on whicha 
large eagle is displayed. A shield argent, 
six pales gules, and a chief azure are 
shown on its breast; in its beak is held a 
scroll inscribed & PLURIBUS UNUM. In its 
left talon is an olive branch; in its right, 
thirteen arrows; over his head, a cluster 
of thirteen stars. The links were each to 
bear the name of a state, but many let- 


‘ters are missing now, perhaps due to 


wear or being double-struck. That it was 
an Indian Peace Medal is clear since the 
other side of the medal has a female 
figure on the right, probably represen- 
tative of America, exchanging an olive 
branch and peace pipe with an Indian 
on the left. 

Ithas been suggested that this was the 





Fig. 10. United States Indian Peace Medal. 13 links. (74mm) 
COURTESY OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, NEW YORK 
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first Indian Peace Medal issued by the 
new United States government and that 
the dies for it were made by either 
Thomas Goadsby or Albion Cox, both of 
whom were connected with the New 
Jersey coinage of 1786-88. In a settle- 
ment of accounts presented for pay- 
ment by Congress in 1790, Albion Cox 
was paid $140 through his assignee, 
Matthias Ogden (also connected with 
the New Jersey coinage), for ‘‘a pair of 
dyes made for the purpose of striking 
Indian medals...."’?? 


THE FUGIO CENTS OF 1787 

The first coins officially authorized by 
the United States government were the 
Fugio cents of 1787 (Fig. 11). Nineteenth 
century numismatists often called these 
copper pieces ‘Franklin cents” because 
of the longstanding tradition that he 
supplied the designs. 

“A subject that claims our immediate 
attention,’ 
tee of Congress report of May 13, 1785 
termed the need jor a copper coinage. 
Various proposals to help the govern- 
ment achieve this end were submitted, 
and in a report of April 9, 1787, five 
proposals were outlined. On April 21 
a committee of three recommended 
“that the board of Treasury be au- 
thorized to contract for three hundred 
tons of copper coin of the federal stan- 
dard, agreeably to the proposition of 
Mr. Jarvis. . .”” and ‘‘that it be coined at 
the expense of the contractor, etc.’’** 
Jarvis had already surreptitiously ob- 
tained 12,890 pounds of the govern- 
ment’s copper on January 16, 1787, 
three months before his coinage pro- 
posal was accepted because he had en- 
tered into a secret agreement with the 
dishonest Secretary of the Treasury, 
Colonel William Duer. Duer was to re- 
ceive a $10,000 bribe for applying his 
influence toward the acceptance of the 
Jarvis proposal. Even once these two 
men had drawn up the contract for the 
delivery of the new coinage ata meeting 
on May 12, the Congress had not yet 
instructed what devices were to be 
used.?> 

The Board of Treasury, in a letter 


is how the Grand Commit- 
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Fig. 11. Fugio Cent-1787. 13 rings. (17.5 to 
18mm) Devices were derived from the Conti- 
nental Currency fractional notes and the 
Continental Dollar Pattern coins. 


dated May 11, had presented seven de- 
vices for the consideration of Congress. 
The letter stated, ‘These devices are 
numbered from no. 1 to 7; and if any 
two numbers should be approved of by 
Congress we shall take measures to 
have the Contract executed in con- 
formity to it.” The Congress was unable 
to act on the matter until July 6 due toan 
insufficient number of members in at- 
tendance, but on that dav a committee 
of three which had studied the devices 
in the May 11 letter recommended the 
selection of numbers 3 and 4 via the 
following: 
Resolved that the Board of Treasury direct 
the contractor for the copper coinage, to 
stamp on one side of each piece the fol- 
lowing device, viz. thirteen circles linked 
together, each of which to bear the name 
of one of the States in the union; a small 
circle in the middle with the words 
“American Congress” flowing around it; 
and in the center of that circle the words 
“WE ARE ONE.” On the opposite side of 
the same piece the following device to be 
stamped, viz. a Dial with the Hours ex- 
pressed on the face of it; a meridian sun 
above; on one side of which is to be the 
word ‘‘Fugio,” and on the other the year 
in figures 1787." Below the Dial, the 
words “Mind Your Business.” [Italics 
added.] 
The motion was amended with ‘Strike 
out from the word together to the words 
a small circle. Instead of American Con- 
gress say U.S. Strike out the word 
flowing.’’?° 
Thus for its first coin Congress chose 
designs directly derivative from the 
Continental Currency fractional notes 
and the Continental Dollar Patterns. 
There does exist a contemporary 
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Fig. 12. Fugio Cent Pattern—reverse-Newman #1-CC. (17.5mm) The names of the states on 
the rings and the legend AMERICAN CONGRESS Conformed to the origina! Resolution before it was 


amended. 


pattern Fugio which conforms to the 
original Resolution before it was a- 
mended, Newman #1-CC (Fig. 12).?7 

Jarvis ran into financial difficulties and 
was unable to satisfy the delivery re- 
quirements of his contract. In fact, only 
one actual delivery of 8,968 pounds was 
made in May, 1788, of approximately 
400,000 pieces. The agreement had 
been for Jarvis to follow a schedule of 
five deliveries of Fugios from December 
1.17657, to May 11,-1790,-* 

There is reason to believe that Jarvis 
had little to do with the actual striking 
since he was in Europe trying to secure 
financial backing much of the time. The 
Fugio dies were from master hubs made 
by Abel Buel with ornaments, letters, 
and numerals added later. They were 
probably struck by Samuel Broome, Jar- 
vis’ father-in-law, in New Haven, Con- 
necticut. Broome’s participation is of 
special interest since it was in the old 
Broome and Platt Store in New Haven 
that C. Wyllys Betts and/or Horatio Rust 
found some Fugio dies in 1858.79 

The one and only delivery was not 
released to the public immediately but 
was held in the Treasury until July, 1789, 


when the entire lot was sold on credit to 
a New York speculator named Royal 
Flint. A subsequent copper ‘‘panic”’ oc- 
curred when New York and Philadel- 
phia were flooded with lightweight 
counterfeit coppers in 1789. Now stuck 
with the Fugios which were going for 
only 62% cents per hundred, Flint was 
unable to make his payments to the 
government and landed in debtors’ 
prison. That either he or others re- 
leased the pieces is evident from the 
wear from circulation found on many 
today. Small portions of Flint’s Fugio 
hoard were found in vaults of the Bank 
of New York in 1856 in a keg and againin 
1926 in three cotton bags.” All were in 
mint condition, and these finds account 
for the regularity with which certain die 
varieties were encountered in high 
grades. 


WASHINGTON INAUGURAL 
COMMEMORATIVE BUTTONS 

A new government was established in 
1789. The Constitution had been 
ratified, and the first President, Vice 
President, and Congress were elected. 
On February 4, as elections of senators 
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Figure 16 
Curatorial Staff of Independence National Historical Park, Philadelphia, at work on a model of 
the U.S. Senate Chamber Carpet prior to its reconstruction and installation in Congress Hall. 


Note the linked rings motif in the center area. 


COURTESY INDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, PHILADELPHIA 


and the new state of Vermont's number 
of inhabitants and representation are 
noted just outside the New York ring 
(Fig. 15). Washington’s bust is no longer 
in civilian dress facing toward the right, 
but has been changed to full military 
uniform dress facing to left in profile. 
This representation resembles that on 
many Washington coins struck in the 
1790's in England. It also bears a marked 
similarity to pattern half dollar pieces 
done by Peter Getz of Philadelphia in 
1792. W.S. Baker in his Medallic Portraits 
of Washington, 1885, p. 10., felt that for 
a mode! Getz and the English coiners 
had used engravings published in 
Madrid in 1781 and in Paris and London 
in 1783 after a portrait of Washington 
drawn from life in the winter of 1778-79 
by Pierre Eugene du Simitiere, a Swiss 
immigrant. Perhaps this engraving also 
served Doolittle as a model for the Dis- 
plays of 1791. Getz may have even used 
a Doolittle engraving for his own model. 
Later examples are dated 1794 and 1796 
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with Kentucky and Tennessee added to 
inner circles of the Virginia and North 
Carolina rings respectively. 


UNITED STATE SENATE CHAMBER 
CARPET, CONGRESS HALL, 1791 

Between 1790 and 1800, both cham- 
bers of the Congress met in a Philadel- 
phia building now called Congress Hall. 
Originally it was the Philadelphia 
County Court House, but it was con- 
verted and renovated to accommodate 
the Congress while the Federal City in 
the District of Columbia was being built. 
The loan was made possible through the 
generosity of the Philadelphia County 
Commissioners. 

The Senate held its first session in 
Congress Hall in December, 1790, in the 
elegantly appointed courtroom on the 
second floor. To further furnish the 
Senate in luxurious surroundings, a 
huge carpet measuring 22 by 40 feet was 
added by june, 1791. In the disburse- 
ments made by the Commissioner of 
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U.S. Senate Chamber Carpet as reconstructed from contemporary accounts by staff of 
Independence National Historical Park. (22'6” wide x 39’9” long) 
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The U.S. Senate Chamber Carpet installed on the Senate floor of Congress Hall, Philadelphia. 
COURTESY INDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, PHILADELPHIA 
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the City and County of Philadelphia is 
found voucher No. 215 to ‘William P. 
Sprague, for 132% Yds. Carpeting 
£156.12.6” for fitting the New County 
Court House (Congress Hall).* 

A contemporary reporter described 
the new carpet at length: 

The Carpet made for the President, and 
others for various persons, are master- 
pieces of their Kind, particularly that for 
the Senate Chamber of the United States. 
The device wove in the last mentioned is 
the Crest and Armoreal Atchievements 
appertaining to the United States. Thir- 
teen stars, forming a constellation, di- 
verging from a cloud, occupy the space 
under the chair of the Vice-President. The 
AMERICAN EAGLE is displayed in the 
centre, holding in his dexter talon an 
olive branch, in his sinister a bundle of 
thirteen arrows, and in his beak, a scroll 
inscribed with the motto E PLURIBUS 
UNUM. The whole surrounded by a chain 
formed of thirteen shields, emblematic of 
each state. [Italics added.| 

The sides are ornamented with marine 
and land trophies, and the corners exhibit 
very beautiful cornucopias, some fiiled 
with olive branches and tlowers expres- 
sive of peace, whilst others bear fruit and 
grain, the emblems of plenty. 

Under the arms, on the pole which 
supports the Cap of Liberty, is hung the 
Balance of Justice. 

The writer went on to add that the car- 
pet had been “executed in a capital 
style, with rich bright colors..." 

The carpet was manufactured by 
hand-knotting at Sprague’s Philadelphia 
Carpet Manufactury. The first senators 
were seated at their desks in two 
semicircular rows over the carpet. 
During this period they acted on much 
important legislation, and many histori- 
cal events occurred. (To name only a 
few: the financial foundation of the 
country was formulated; a Federal Mint 
was established; Vermont, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee were admitted to the 
United States; the Jay Treaty was 
ratified; Washington was sworn in for a 
second term; and the news of his death 
was announced in 1799.) 

Staff members at the Independence 
National Historical Park under Super- 
visory Curator John C. Milley have just 
completed a project of reconstructing 
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the carpet based on contemporary ac- 
counts (Fig. 16). They have installed the 
reconstruction on the floor of the Sen- 
ate Chamber of Congress Hall where it 
may be viewed. 


UNITED STATES LARGE CENT— 
“CHAIN” TYPE—1793 

An Act of Congress dated April 2, 
1792, established a United States Mint 
which was to be founded in Philadel- 
phia on the east side of Seventh Street, 
below Arch Street. The Mint is said to 
have been the first public building 
erected by the government of the 
United States. 

Before the Act was passed by both 
houses, there had been considerable 
debate over the iconography to be used 





Fig. 17. United States Large Cent-1793. 15 
links. Sheldon #3. (16mm) The chain design 
on the reverse was unpopular with the public 
and was replaced the same year with a wreath 
design. 





on the new coinage. The Senate favored 
a portrait of President George 
Washington and of subsequent presi- 
dents. The aforementioned pieces by 
Getz and others reflect some private 
desire to commercially satisfy this idea. 
However, after some debate the House 
felt the President’s bust too monarchi- 
cal a symbol for a new democracy, and 
amended the Senate bill to strike out 
the section calling for presidential por- 
traits, substituting instead devices to be 
“Emblematic of Liberty with an inscrip- 
tion of the word LiBERTy.’’*° 

The first coins to be struck for circula- 
tion were the copper half cent and one 
cent pieces of 1793. The one cent pieces 
are known as “‘Chain” cents because of 
the chain of fifteen links in a tight pat- 
tern surrounding the words ONE CENT 
and the fraction 1/100 on the reverse (Fig. 
17). As directed by the Congress, the 
obverse bears the date 1793, the legend 
LIBERTY, and a female personification of 
Liberty which was selected to represent 
the idea. The actual engraver of the dies 
is not recorded, although Chief Coiner 
Henry Voigt is often suggested since a 
Chief Engraver had not yet been ap- 
pointed. On one variety the die-sinker 
ran short of space and was forced to 
abbreviate the reverse legend thus: 
UNITED STATES OF AMERI.; the difficulty was 
corrected on the later variety. The fif- 
teen links accounted for the addition of 
Vermont and Kentucky as states. 

The Chain cents were short-lived be- 
cause of public opposition to the 
designs used. People felt the chain de- 
sign was more suggestive of bondage 
than of liberty. One writer sought to 
make his opinions on the subject well 
known by sending the following to at 
least two newspapers where it was 
printed (The Mail or Claypoole’s Daily 
Advertiser, Philadelphia, March 18, 
1793, and The Boston Argus, Boston, 
March 26, 1793): ‘The American cents 
do not answer our expectation. The 
chain on the reverse is but a bad omen 
for liberty, and Liberty herself appears 
to be in a fright. May she not justly cry 
out in the words of the Apostle, 
‘Alexander the copper-smith hath done 


me much harm; the Lord reward him 
according to his works’?’’ (See If 
Timothy, 1V., 14.) Alexander was a 
mocking reference to Alexander 
Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury. 

The linked chain reverse was 
scrapped after only 36,103 pieces were 
struck. It was replaced with a wreath 
design the same year, and the obverse 
portrait of Liberty was reworked. The 
Chain cents were the only United States 
Mint products struck for circulation to 
use the motif of the links, albeit links of 
a chain, and marked the end of official 
American use of the design. 


CHINESE EXPORT PORCELAIN 
AND MARTHA WASHINGTON’S 
“STATES” SEV 

The private sector continued to 
employ the linked rings motif in the last 
decade of the eighteenth-century and 
the first two of the nineteenth, notably 
in Chinese Export Porcelain and in 
Liverpool creamware made for the 
American market. 

American vessels opened trade with 
China in 1783 because of a British Order 
of Council of July 2 which banned 
American trade from the West Indies.” 
Chinese porcelain-ware was among 
those products brought back from 
China and was a durable and useful 
product of the first trade relations be- 
tween the United States and China. The 
chinaware, now termed Chinese Export 
Porcelain, was to bear hand-painted 
designs which were given with the 
order for the shipment and applied in 
special finishing factories in Canton, the 
only port open to foreign trade.** 

Two examples are illustrated here, 
both bearing the linked rings motif. 
One, a punch bowl made for General 
Richard Humpton around 1800, has a 
bust portrait of Washington in its center 
along with the eagle badge of the 
Society of the Cincinnati (Fig. 18). The 
rings appear to have been modeled 
from those on the Continental Currency 
fractional notes. 

The other is from the most famous set 
of Chinese Export Porcelain which was 
once owned by Martha Washington. 
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Fig. 18. General Richard Humpton Bowl, 
Chinese Export Porcelain, ca. 1798-1805. 13 
rings. (Height 4 11/16’, Diameter: base 
5 1/2”, to 11 5/16”) Another example of 
rings derived from the Continental Currency 
fractional notes of 1776. 

COURTESY HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA 





Fig. 19. Martha Washington’s ‘‘States”’ 
China, dinner plate, Chinese Export Porce- 
lain, 1796. 15 links. (9 1/4’) The 
Washingtons were reminded of the design 
each time they used this set of china. 


COURTESY OF THE MOUNT VERNON 
LADIES’ ASSOCIATION 


The set was presented to her by A.E. van 
Braam Houckgeest in 1796 as a token of 
his respect and. admiration. In Mrs. 
Washington’s will is noted, ‘‘a set of tea 
China that was given me by Mr. Van- 
bram [sic] every piece MW on it.” The 
set was bequeathed to her grandson, 
George Washington Parke Custis.*° 
Each piece of the set bore a design 
central to which was the linked states 
motif around the outer border (Fig. 19). 
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The links were elliptical, chain-like, and 
had the fifteen states named within. 
Each was connected to the next with a 
smaller link, with the entire design 
surrounded by a serpent biting its tail, a 
symbol of eternity. In the center were 
the initials MW before the rising sun of 
the Republic, and on a red ribbon was 
the motto ‘“‘Decus et Tutamen Ab Illo.” 
(Translated from Latin: Honor and De- 
fense come from it.) 


LIVERPOOL CREAMWARE 
TRANSFER DESIGNS 

Trade with China and also with Eng- 
land contributed to a specie scarcity in 
the United States. The recent hostilities 
did not prevent English merchants from 
capitalizing on the American market 
after the door to trade was opened by a 
British Order in Council on December 
26, 1783, which permitted importation 
of American manufactured goods into 
Britain. In the vear 1784 the United 
States exported to Britain goods valued 
at £749,345, compared to British im- 
ports of £3,679,467, nearly five times as 
great.” 

Liverpool, England, quickly became 
the leading seaport handling trade with 
the United States and was a regular 
port-of-call for American ships on their 
way to Holland and France. Since the 
middle of the century, potters in Liver- 
pool and other English districts (in- 
cluding Josiah Wedgwood and other 
Staffordshire potters) had been making 
a smooth, cream-colored earthenware, 
or creamware, onto which were applied 
transfer designs. The transfer process 
was accomplished by taking an image 
from an engraved copper plate onto soft 
linen paper which was then applied to 
the glazed surface of the pottery while 
the ink remained wet.“ 

The potters of this Queensware, 
known as Liverpool-ware in America, 
were quick to see the market opportu- 
nity presented by the American ships 
stopping in Liverpool. Beginning about 

785 they were using transfer designs 
intended to appeal to the American 
consumer. Patriotic American symbols, 
American naval vessels, and American 





military and political heroes were all 
used. As changing events in America 
required, the potters applied appro- 
priate designs to commemorate them. 

Naturally the device of linked rings 
did not go unnoticed by them, and 
many varieties were transferred, like the 
other patterns, onto pitchers, bowls, 
and mugs primarily. On several transfer 
patterns the rings were copied from the 
Continental Currency fractional notes 
of 1776 and surrounded variously by 
American eagles; figures of Liberty, 
Peace, and Plenty; or the arms of 
Virginia (Fig. 20).4* Some have thirteen 
links, others fifteen and sixteen. On one 
example the engraver carelessly failed 
to link the South Carolina ring to the 
others as well as the Connecticut one to 
New York (Fig. 21). Adaptable to 
change, one engraver merely added 
Tenassee (sic) to the Kentucky link onan 
example having only fifteen links. On 
another example are the spellings 
Tenassee and Masachusetts, and just 
Hampshire for New Hampshire on 
another. Liverpool-ware variations from 
the circular links also include oval- 
shaped links and chains of wreaths. 

After experiencing great popularity in 
the United States, Liverpool creamware 
suffered a decline in use with the War of 
1812. It was eventually replaced by 
another import, dark blue historical 
Staffordshire. 


LATER APPLICATION 
OF THE LINKED RINGS 

The passing of the creamware sig- 
naled the end of contemporary use of 
the design of linked rings. The symbol 
had been a popular method to illustrate 
early American unity, or at least the de- 
sire to have such unity; but the con- 
tinuous addition of new states probably 
became awkward and consequently the 
motif impractical to continue. Indeed, 
by 1821 twenty-four states belonged to 
the Union. In the contemporary fashion 
of adding new states, there exist an en- 
graving dated 1804 with seventeen links 
and a watercolor from around 1815 with 
a grand total of twenty! 

Later nineteenth-century applications 






Fig. 20. Liverpool Creamware transfer de- 
sign, the Arms of Virginia in center. 13 rings. 
McCauley #263. (9 7/8”) The rings are again 
similar to those found on the Continental 
Currency fractional notes. 


COURTESY THE HENRY FRANCIS 
DU PONT WINTERTHUR MUSEUM 


Fig. 21. Liverpool Creamware transfer de- 
sign, the Arms of the United States in center. 
15 rings. McCauley #152a. (9 13/16”) Note the 
unlinked South Carolina ring at 9:00. 
FIG. 21: GIFT OF MR. AND MRS. JOHN MAYER 


were of a commemorative nature 
employing thirteen rings. These include 
the 1853 Bushnell Medal by C.C. 
Wright, the 1883 s! QUAERIS MONUMENTUM 
Washington medal, and the 1889 C.C. 
Wright Washington Inaugural Centen- 
nial medal, to name several. Reproduc- 
tions were also made in_ the 
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nineteenth-century of the Washington 
Inaugural buttons, the Martha 
Washington “‘States’’ China, and the 
Continental Dollar Patterns (made for 
the 1876 Centennial). Additionally, a 
group of coins now called the New 
Haven Fugio restrikes were struck 
either from eighteenth or nineteenth 
century dies; research is still being con- 
ducted to determine the truth about 
them. 


In the twentieth century there have 
been additional reproductions and uses 
of a commemorative vein. In a senti- 
ment similar to the early Americans’, the 
International Olympic Committee 
chose as its emblem a device of five 
interlaced rings in 1913.*? The five rings 
were to represent the five parts of the 
world which belonged to the Olympic 
Movement. 
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Official United States Mint Report 


AUGUST 
Denomination Prev. Total August Total Total 
Dollars (Anthony) 517,292,806 73,962,000 591,254,806 
Half Dollars 44,708,000 2,793,900 47,501,900 
Quarter Dollars 475,886,000 113,143,900 589,029,900 
Dimes 271,882,000 71,833,900 343,715,900 
Five-cent pieces 402,386,000 80,215,900 482,601,900 
One-cent pieces 6,306,432,000 1,026,003 ,900 7 332,435,900 
1979 Proof Sets (SF) 969,107 598,508 1,567,615 
Bicentennial 40% Silver Proof Sets 34,324 13,138 47,462 
Bicentennial 40% Silver Uncirc. Sets 22,134 53,464 75,598 
Coinage Executed for Foreign Governments 

San Francisco A.O. Denomination Prev. Total August Total Total 
Dominican Republic 1 Peso 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Dominican Republic 50 Centavos 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Dominican Republic 25 Centavos 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Dominican Republic 10 Centavos 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Dominican Republic 5 Centavos 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Dominican Republic 1 Centavo 5,015 -0- 5,015 
Haiti 50 Centimes -0- 2,000,000 2,000,000 
New York A.O. 

Panama 1 Centesimo -0- 10,000,000 10,000,000 
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